
Safer Collecting and some things to make you think! 

     Everything we do has a certain amount of risk involved and mineral collecting is no different. We are 

constantly going to remote places with rough unfamiliar terrain and once you start getting comfortable with 

them is when the bad stuff can happen! Complacency will get you in trouble every time but with a little 

planning, maybe you won’t come back with more than a scrape and sore knees. 

     We go to some fairly remote places and the more remote they are the more you need to be thinking about the 

moves you are making and staying safe, no mineral specimen is worth and injury in the field! In my opinion the 

most dangerous places we go as a club are the places we go to most often.   I think the most valuable thing you 

can know when you go out collecting is know where you are, sounds funny doesn’t it? How many times have 

you headed out on a field trip following the trip leader and the only concern is not losing sight of his vehicle or 

the guy in front of you, you get to the location and off you go. If something happened to you or another 

person and you needed help,  could you tell a rescuer or emergency personnel where you are and how to 

get to you???  KNOW WHERE YOU ARE!!!Location, Street, and Town, three very simple and very important 

things that will allow help to get to you faster. You should also notice some landmarks on your way in, this will 

also help you tell people how to get to you. When you dial 911 from a cell phone it doesn’t always go to the 

closest police station, it may go to the closest State Police Barracks and it may be in a different town. If you 

can’t tell them how to get to you, you have just lost precious time and you just added being lost to the problem, 

and your rescuers have to try and figure out where you are and get you out too! 

      If you need help, you need to know what to tell the people, what is your emergency?? The type of injury, 

what is being done for them in the field,  how far in the woods are you, adult, child, male, female, HOW BIG 

ARE THEY?? These are all important things for the rescuers to know, getting somebody out of a rough remote 

location isn’t just a 2 man job in fact it could take a dozen or more rescuers to get one person out of a bad 

situation. If you don’t have a cell connection and you need to send another person for help, they will have to 

know all of the fore mentioned things to get to help and to lead them back to the location to help the injured 

person. If you can send 2 people on this mission its better just in case something happens to one of them. They 

should try to get to the car as fast as possible WITHOUT getting hurt in the process. Try to make a mental note 

of the closest house or store as you drive in to the site just in case you need to go for help and a phone. Does 

your trip leader have a sheet all prepared with emergency numbers, dig location and the closest street address so 

the rescuers can get to you? THEY SHOULD! 

     If a person can’t get up on their own after an accident, don’t move them! If they aren’t alert to PERSON, 

PLACE or TIME and other everyday things they should know, they shouldn’t be moved. These are signs of a 

serious head injury and moving them could be very dangerous. Keep them warm, dry, and awake. If the person 

is unconscious try and place them on their left side so if they vomit they don’t aspirate it into their lungs. It 

would be a shame to get them out alive only to have them die of a respiratory infection a week later.  If you 

have the option of staying with the injured person and calling or sending another person for help, you should do 

just that.  Don’t ever attempt to get the person and all your gear out of the woods and driving them to a hospital 

yourself. This wastes precious time in them receiving the critical care they may need, you aren’t putting anyone 

out by calling  911… LEAVE IT TO THE PROFESSIONALS!! Even if the person doesn’t want to go, call 911 

and they can fill out consent form stating they are refusing treatment in the field and then it’s their decision! 

     If you are collecting either alone or in a group, there is some information that should be shared before you go 

out. Always tell people where you are going and what time you plan on being back. If you are more than an 

hour over due they should be making a phone call to you or the local or state police so they can see if your 

vehicle is still where they planned on going. If you are leading a group, you should know who is a diabetic or 

allergic to bees just in case there is a problem and do they carry their meds with them?  Is there is anybody with 

you that has first aid kit or any medical training? Know who your assets are! Don’t take unnecessary chances 

look up before you settle down to do any collecting, are you sitting under a hanging dead branch or tree? Use 

your head and eyes and be aware of your surroundings, know where you are and what’s around you. 
Don’t be afraid to tell the person near you if they are in a bad spot, you may see something they don’t. 



With just a little knowledge and pre-planning you can make your collecting trips much safer for yourself and 

others in your group, nothing can put a damper on a great day faster than an injury or incident that might have 

been preventable. Having a few tools of knowledge will help make a bad situation better or avoid it all together! 

Have fun, be safe and come to the next meeting with a good story about your collecting trip.  
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