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On The InsIdeYour Federation is providing complimentary Zoom 
Accounts to use for your Society’s business.  These 
hosting accounts are not the regular free Zoom 
Accounts currently available to the public.  You will 
have the opportunity to hold meetings/events/etc. 
beyond 40 minutes, ability to record your meeting with 
transcription for Meeting Minutes and invite up to 100 

participants.
We encourage all Societies to take advantage of this opportunity. 
Please contact Communications@EFMLS.org to register to use.  

Other EFMLS Zoom News...
SPEAKERS, SPEAKERS, and more Speakers!
You need Speakers!  In early November 2020, President Carrie Meyers (Central PA 
R&MC) expressed her Society’s need for meeting speakers at one of the weekly Change 
Management & Leadership Council zoom meetings.  In December 2020, Ryan Klockner of 
Geology365.com (& FOM-NJ Society) said he can look into building a “Speakers Bureau” 
into his platform and at the end of January 2021 at the Board of Directors Presentation of 
Geology365, he briefly described how it will work.

Speaker Registration of Geology365 will be going live this week.
Users of Geology365 will need to create an account, login and then register to be a speaker 
in just a few steps.  They can also use the pre-built tools to add additional information about 
their presentations.  EFMLS Societies who access their Geology365 account (your site has 
already been created) will be able to access a list of speakers for you to contact.

**For everyone who received the email message about the “Your help is needed,” with last 
month’s EFMLS News Newsletter.  Please send your list of speakers to Communications@
EFMLS.org.  Thank you!

Future of our Virtual Meetings
When the United States reaches “herd” immunity and we are back to regular “in person” 
meetings.

The EFMLS is currently developing a “hybrid” meeting platform model (i.e. holding a local 
Society meeting in person and virtually).  Local President’s Michael Pabst (Shenandoah 
Valley G&MS/VA) and Linda Green, Tuscarora LS/PA) are testing and developing a guide 
to help you navigate this option.  Thanks to President Christine Verdi (Delaware MS) for 
suggesting that the Federation look into this benefit for our affiliate Societies.

-The Federation encourages all Societies to use virtual meetings to keep their businesses 
running whether it’s Zoom or any platform.  The Boston MC/MA uses GoToMeeting and 
Zoom and some of the NJ Societies adopted the Google Meet platform early during this 
Pandemic.

nOTIces...
The CMLC will meet on March 
11, 2021 from 5:30 to 6:30 pm 
via Zoom.
 
The 2nd quarterly Board of Di-
rectors Meeting (per 10/21/2020 
Bylaws) will be held on Sunday, 
March 28, 2021.  Time to be an-
nounced, (tentatively 5:00 pm) 
via Zoom.
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please note that the efmls news newsletter has been 
suspended until further notiCe and efmls.org is the offiCial website.

meanwhile, please enjoy this publiCation with messages from several editors.
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You Can't Make This Stuff Up!

You may be wondering what the heck is going on in the Federation these days, with all the conflicting 
information that is flying around.  There are two sides to every story & below you can view a timeline of 
events for the problems besetting the EFMLS at this time.  There is no other avenue to alleviate the turmoil 
unless the President Directors, as the Primary Governing Body, become involved.

May-20  David Nock New Bylaws committee instituted, Co-Chairs, Larry Heath & Andy Celmer and ten 
other  committee members from around the Federation. 
Jul-20 David Nock Sends blanket email to office holders who are supposed to hold EFMLS records / 
documentation, requesting the submission of all such materials to the Historian for archival / reference purposes.  Only 
responses are in the negative.
8/19/2020 David Nock Announced upcoming vote for Bylaws amendments on October 21st - 60 days in 
advance, as required by 2016 Bylaws.  This announcement was sent from several email addresses, including secretary@
efmls.org.  The secretary at that time had publicly shown herself to be opposed to anything that the President asked 
her to do & therefore disqualified herself to fulfill her duties.
9/9/2020 Bylaws Committee Holds the first of three roundtable discussions for the BOD to have a question 
and answer period regarding the proposed amendments to EFMLS Bylaws.
9/10/2020 Ellery Borow Called an unauthorized meeting of the "Executive Board" for the purpose of forcing 
President David Nock to turn "control" of the EFMLS website, Zoom account, Facebook page, LinkedIn & Breaking 
Rock News to this group.  Attendees involved in this meeting were: 
Present: Ellery Borow, Laura Simmons, Beverly Eisenacher, Gary Bergtholdt, Walter Priest, Mary 
Bateman, Cheryl Neary, Carrie Meyers, Bill Stephens, Michelle Renee, Larry Huffman and Barbara 
Ringhiser. 
Guests: Hazel Remaley, Steve Weinberger, Danial Kohn, Carl Miller, Michael Tedford, Andrew Celmer, 
Alison Pacut and Elizabeth Triano. 
Secretary Beverly Eisenacher did a roll call and informed 1st Vice President Ellery Borow that there 
was a quorum. The meeting was called to order at 7:38 pm and Ellery asked Steve Weinberger to act as 
parliamentarian.
9/23/2020 Bylaws Committee Holds the second of three roundtable discussions for the BOD to have a 
question and answer period regarding the proposed amendments to EFMLS Bylaws.
10/7/2020 Bylaws Committee Holds the third of three roundtable discussions for the BOD to have a question 
and answer period regarding the proposed amendments to EFMLS Bylaws.
10/21/2020 Bylaws Committee Holds vote for Bylaws Amendments - passes by a 2 to 1 margin.
10/23/2020 David Nock Convenes Annual Meeting, however election of officers cannot proceed due to the 
newly amended bylaws & the meeting is continued to a later date.  Budget has not been finalized by the Treasurer, 
Gary Bergtholdt & new candidates who can meet the bylaws requirements must be located.
12/30/2020 Cheryl Neary Calling herself an "Election Administrator" (no such position as Election Administrator 
exists) sends out a ballot for vote on the candidates who were nominated in March of 2020, without consulting with 
Gary Bergtholdt (Treasurer) and ignoring the newly amended bylaws.  She urges that the ballots be returned within two 
days (violation of New York State laws and EFMLS Bylaws).  Most of the candidates are not eligible to hold positions 
due to the amended bylaws.
1/16/2021 Alan Holmes Sends 30 certified letters to persons supposed to be holding EFMLS records / 
documentation requesting the submission of such materials to the Historian for archival / reference purposes.  Several 
are refused, a couple are sent back & most are ignored.
2/1/2021 Mary Bateman Publishes & distributes an EFMLS News newsletter declaring the election has 
happened and that the ineligible candidates are now "officers" of the EFMLS.  Ellery Borow, president; Bill Stephens, 
1st VP; Larry Huffman, 2nd VP; Gary Bergtholdt, Treasurer.
2/3/2021 Mad House Graphics Registers "efmls.com", through hosting company Go Daddy 
2/15/2021 David Nock Thanks Heather Shields for her service as webmaster & website administrator
2/15/2021 EFMLS.org Notification of new administrative user - traced back to Mad House Graphics
2/18/2021 EFMLS.org Notification of administor email changed - traced back to Mad House Graphics

continued on page 3
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Join your fellow Society Newsletter Editors 
for the next "Editors Unite" Roundtable
submitted by Cassandra Franklin-Barbajosa, GLMSDC 
Past Editor & Editors United Advisor

Looking for ideas, articles, and tips for your local 
newsletter or bulletin? Want to rub virtual elbows 
with fellow Editors? 

Why not participate in the upcoming Editors Unite 
Roundtable on Wednesday, March 10. at 7 p.m. 
Eastern Time (US and Canada). You’ve got nothing 
to lose and a lot to gain? This is the 4th Editors 
Unite Roundtable since last fall, and the number 
of Editors participating continues to grow. It’s a 
great way to spend a weekday evening while we 
all are waiting for normalcy to return to our regular 
Society meetings! 

Please click the Zoom Registration link below and 
join the fun. Due to lack of logistical support, hors 
d’oeuvres will not be provided.

In the meantime, check out the testimonials from 
past participants.

Thanks, and I hope to see you there!
Cassandra

**********************************
Hello, Fellow Editors!

You are invited to a Zoom meeting to share ideas 
about what we do! 
Date: March 10, 2021 
Time: 7 p.m. Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZctcOusqTssE9XGAzP-nxlyXG-1iQ-cEM4N

After registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the 
meeting.

************Testimonials************

This editor's group has been wonderful for sharing 
and learning from.  Given the lack of society 
meetings, this community has provided a lifeline of 
sorts through the Covid months.
– June Rogier, Editor, Presidential G&MS (New 
Hampshire)

I've found it very interesting and informative to 
read other mineral society newsletters!  There 
really is so much good stuff out there.  –  Ken Rock, 
Editor, MSDC (Wash, DC)

 

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT: EU.CatHerders@EFMLS.org
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2/19/2021 David Nock Forwards to all members 
of EFMLS the letter from legal counsel, Gary Schuster, 
declaring the election to be illegal & void & delineates 
the reasons & laws as to the invalid election.  The 
announcement is also made that as of this date the 
EFMLS News newsletter has been suspended & if it is 
received by the "usual means", it is to be disregarded.
2/26/2021 David Nock  consults with Gary M. Schus-
ter, current legal counsel for EFMLS, who says that if 
efmls.com is launched as a competitor, a "cease & desist" 
letter is imminent.
3/2/2021 William Stephens sends and Treasurer Gary 
Bergtholdt receives a "cease & desist" demand letter, 
from the purported officer of the illegal election, accusing 
the Treasurer of potential fraud, embezzlement of funds & 
other nefarious crimes.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctcOusqTssE9XGAzP-nxlyXG-1iQ-cEM4N 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctcOusqTssE9XGAzP-nxlyXG-1iQ-cEM4N 
mailto:EU.CatHerders@EFMLS.org
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fiefdom of a few who forgot why they were there....because of 
our clubs.  AND, we didn’t fight back....we just kept getting our 
insurance....and that was that.

The bylaws were antiquated....they needed changing....they 
needed new life.   Even the old bylaws were not followed.  I was 
President of my club for six years and did not know I was on 
the Board of Directors for the federation and I bet most of you 
didn’t know either.

A committee was formed, new modern bylaws created– and 
voted on by all of the clubs and passed 2-1.  These new bylaws 
were to give new life into the organization....and make sure, 
that the power came upwards from the clubs that created the 
federation just like the springs that eventually flowed into the 
ocean.

But the “old guard”, as I call them, didn’t want to lose control 
of the useless federation and called an illegal vote of officers, 
under the old bylaws...totally ignoring the new bylaws that 
were voted on by you.  Why would they do this?  Is it for the 
betterment of the federation...a federation that hasn’t provided 
any visible or tangible benefits for years?  Was it for power or 
because they didn’t want to lose control of their fiefdom!  They 
didn’t want change, that’s for sure.  

And they weren’t content with having an illegal election....they 
wanted control of our digital media and tried to hack into the 
system.  What they did is a federal crime and has been report-
ed!  You might shrug your shoulders and say, big deal, but how 
would you feel if someone hacked into your online bank ac-
count or online legal documents and took control.  You would 
be furious!

This has to stop and the only people that can do this, is the 
clubs that started the federation....both the first ones and the 
last ones to join.  Without us, the federation does not exist.....
and they are there for us - not the reverse....and we deserve bet-
ter.  If we go back to the way it was, all the work that has been 
done this past year, that has given new life to the clubs will go 
away.

And finally, if a majority of the clubs wish to keep the old guard 
in, ignoring the new bylaws, ignoring the fact that we get noth-
ing from the federation, ignoring that we are just a name on a 
website and give money to this organization for this privilege, 
than why stay in it?   Maybe it’s time for the federation to split 
and those who want to go into the 21st century form their own 
federation.  

  I live in a rural 
area of PA, where 
there are a lot of 
springs.  These 
springs flow into 
small rivulets, 
that flow into 
the White Clay 
Creek, that flow 
with other creeks 
from MD into the 
Christina River in 
DE, that joins up 
with the Brandy-

wine River from PA,  that then flows into the Delaware River 
that flows into the Delaware Bay and then the Atlantic Ocean.  
We all have rivers in our respective states that do the same 
thing. If the springs dry up...there will be a chain reaction. 

Why this analogy?  The Eastern Federation “exists” because of 
all our clubs, no matter how big or how small, how old or how 
new.   Without us, it is nothing!  But for many, unproductive 
years, it has considered itself as the source and forgotten how 
it was created.  It has not evolved with new ideas or new tech-
nology, because many of the officers have taken upon them-
selves, the idea that they know what is best for us and it cer-
tainly, hasn’t been progress.

I have heard these words from various people, both within my 
club and external people that we all deal with at shows: the 
federation is “old and stodgy”, or is operated like a prison facil-
ity, or all hype, with nothing given back to the clubs or only the 
hierarchy in the federation knows what is good for everyone.  
This is an insult to every club whose officers and members 
work hours to make sure that their club is a viable organization 
for people to join.

Ask any officer of any club...what do you get out of the Fed-
eration and the answer will be “insurance”.  I have held almost 
every office in my club, since I joined, and never, in all of those 
years, have I received anything of value to help our club oper-
ate. .  I polled past officers and they said the same.   The only 
exception to this is the “Future Rockhounds of America” and 
that comes directly from the AFMS.

Last year, the new President, David Nock, attempted to turn 
all of this around.  I have never met David in person, but was 
pleasantly surprised that he wanted to turn the operation of 
the federation around so that we could no longer say....”we just 
get insurance”.  We could get much more than that.  

The organization of the Federation was looked at.  It’s bloat-
ed....it has the same people running it....it hasn’t come into 
the 21st century....and most of all, it has become the private 

edITOrIal
by Teddi Silver, Editor, Delaware  Mineral Society
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PresIdenT’s Message March 2021
Zoom Interview of David Nock, EFMLS President by Jeff Ursillo, Past Editor

JU: You stopped writing President’s Messages in 2020, why?
DN: I actually wrote one PM in September 2020 and still surprised to this day that it was published.  Techni-
cally, there was the January 2020 PM, however, it was written in December 2019.

JU: Well, that doesn’t explain why David!
DN: You’re right Jeff.  The EFMLS News is not about what people think the Federation really is.  The newsletter 
in its current form is only what a small handful of people are doing inside the organization and not represen-
tative of the whole, the local societies we serve.  Plus, who can condone a publication like this.  For one, not 
using bcc for privacy issues on email distribution and two, the lack of quality and content.  

JU: So why are you giving a PM now?
DN: Because I have one foot out the door and the other one is stuck in the door and…

JU: David!  Why are speaking out now?
DN: Wow, you’re tough.  There is way too much confusion going on now and has been going on for the past 
8 months and more.  Aren’t you confused Jeff?

JU: I thought I was supposed to be asking the questions!  But to answer your question, yes!  You want to tell 
me why I’m confused?
DN: I never wanted, nor thought I would need to, but of course the image problem of the organization and 
the pitfalls of communications has produced this outcome.  There’s only one thing that all the approximately 
10,000 members need to know and that is that the President Directors of the EFMLS Board of Director are 
the Primary Governing Body (PGB).  That’s it, that’s the way it always been, end of story, shut the front door!

continued on next page 

Please subMIT yOur renewal fOrMs by March 15Th....
from Gary Bergtholdt, Treasurer

The insurance coordinator & treasurer have negotiated an extension for submitting the insurance renewal, 
to March 15th.  This year we have an electronic webform for your society insurance & contact updates.  You 
can find this form at www.efmls.org/renewal , please pay attention to the instructions.  There are several re-
quired fields & if no data is entered you will not be able to advance through the form.  Please note that if you 
use your browser back arrows, you will lose all entered information & have to start over.  Instead, to move to 
the previous or next pages in the form, use the buttons at the top and bottom of each page.  When you have 
completed the form, you will need to check the "captcha" box & click submit.  This will send your form to the 
Treasurer & also enter the data into a spreadsheet for future reference.  If you would like to print or save a 
copy of the form - prior to hitting the submit button, you may use CNTRL + P to print from your browser or 
save as a pdf.  Please do NOT mail a copy of your form as it will be discarded.  We are at nearly the halfway 

point of Society submissions, please send your form ASAP.

http://www.efmls.org/renewal
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PresIdenT’s Message March 2021
Zoom Interview of David Nock, EFMLS President by Jeff Ursillo, Past Editor

continued from page  5
JU: Okay.  But as you know there are those inside the Federation who don’t accept this.
DN: Of course not!  People want control, it’s human nature.  And people who want control don’t care about what other 
people want nor do they care about what an organization’s legal governing document states.  Not even their own 
Bylaws.

JU:  You mean the 2020 Bylaws that certain people don’t accept and therefore held a Purported December Election?
DN: No!  Take any version of every Bylaw anyone could possibly find going as far back as you can possibly go before 
1995 and see for yourself.  They state that the local Presidents are the “Governors” of the EFMLS.

JU:  Please clarify.  If the Bylaws have, as you are saying, always held the President Directors are the governing body, 
how could the election, pardon me, the Purported Election have taken place.
DN: Sometime in the past 25 years or so, the Bylaws were amended to essentially give the EFMLS “Executive Board” 
complete power and control of the organization.  Although, I believe I do understand the reasoning for this, it doesn’t 
make it right!  Not at all!
 There are 2 simple takeaways from the 2020 Bylaws that were ratified by a 2 to 1 majority on 10/21/20.  First, the 
Section that stated in the event of maintaining Federation solvency may the “Executive Board”, by a two-thirds affirma-
tive vote, pass an assessment on the member societies was REMOVED.  Previous notice was sent out about this.  So, if 
those inside the Federation can’t manage the finances, the locals have to bail the Federation out?  Does that not sound 
crazy?  
 Second, and most important, the Section that states that the Executive Board shall have all the powers of the 
Board of Directors to handle routine matters of the Federation and to handle non-routine matters that cannot be de-
layed until the next Board of Directors meeting was also REMOVED.  And guess who decided what is routine and not 
routine?

JU:  And what about the Purported December 2020 Election.
DN: Go to efmls.org/BOD and see the letter from your EFMLS Attorney.  New York State Law can’t be any clearer than 
that.

JU:  He said, she said.  Tit for tat.  From someone on the outside, this sounds like David has his agenda and
the other side has theirs.  Is this organization stuck David?
DN:  Not according to NY State who grants us our incorporation.  I understand the view among many and I agree it 
may look that way.  But it is not.  Change often looks confusing.  And I know that I am the target of those individuals 
inside the Federation as well as some of the local EFMLS members on the periphery looking in.

JU: Yes, you seem to be their target!
DN: So then be it!  I said a few minutes ago there’s only one thing that all members need to know.  This was in refer-
ence to the current confusion, what people are seeing/feeling.  If I could give one single and definitive piece of infor-
mation that all the Societies must, must know that may not realize.

JU: Please!
DN: All 112 EFMLS Societies have skin in the Eastern Federation.  This skin is your Society’s money.  The EFMLS Trea-
sury was built on your backs.  Your Membership Dues going back decades and decades.  This is your money.  Not the 
people who hold office or work inside the Federation.  Jeff, do you see why this is so important?  

continued on next page
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PresIdenT’s Message March 2021
Zoom Interview of David Nock, EFMLS President by Jeff Ursillo, Past Editor

continued from page  6
If the local Presidents who make up the majority of the Federation’s Primary Governing Body ever want to see their 
Society’s money that their members have put in all these years, then they have to take ownership of the EFMLS now.  
Think about all your local members of the past who spent a good part of their lifetime as members of your Society 
who are now gone.  You and they, have built the EFMLS Treasury to where it is today.  That’s your money man!

JU: How much money we talkin David?
DN:  Great question!  I think, at least one of the first time I’ve seen it disseminated out, the budget report for the An-
nual Meeting last October was emailed by the Secretary at that time.

JU: Dollars?
DN: I believe it was in that email last fall.  At the end of March/beginning of April we will hold the quarterly Board of Di-
rectors Meeting and the local President Directors will see the figure in black and white.  It ain’t chump change!  If there 
is one takeaway from this interview, it is this.  The local Presidents need to attend this upcoming quarterly meeting (by 
zoom) in order to once and for all stake their Society’s claim as the rightful owners of this organization.  Otherwise, and 
sadly, I think you all can kiss your money goodbye.  Because the supposed, excuse me- Purported 2021 elected officers 
and the old guard want control of your money and they will never stop to keep it in their control.

JU: Thanks for your time David.  So when your other foot gets unstuck and both feet are out the door, what’s next for 
you?
DN: First, I will get my life back!  Then, I will be happy again because I can champion my other projects that I’ve started 
that will serve our rockhounding communities in more tangible ways.  You know, the future of our recreation.

JU: And those are..?  David, you can’t leave us hanging like this.  How will you be serving in these projects?  What will 
you be doing?
DN: I had a feeling you were going to ask that Jeff.  Are you a real investigative reporter on the side?  I’m glad someone 
asked me tough question and is grilling me.  When the time comes, word will get around.  I’m not one who likes much 
talk before action.  I need to get to the time where I have something to show, something people can see first.

JU: Okay then.  Thanks for your time David.  Wait, wait.  David. I almost forgot, I skipped over a couple questions I 
needed to ask you.  It concerns your record ever since you became EFMLS President in what was that?  When did you 
first become President?  Was it 2018?
DN: Yes, November 2018.  I think I can give you a short blanket answer for now, will that work?

JU: Fine.
DN: I have always put all approximately 10,000 EFMLS stakeholders, stockholders, members first, EVERY step of the 
way.

JU: I guess I’ll take that.  Thank you David.
DN: Thank you Jeff.
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edITOrIal
by Theresa Peek, Editor and President, Washington County Gem and Mineral Society

As I read the 
letter from the 
attorney I was 
relieved! As 
the president 
of a new club, I 
never felt con-
nected to the 
other clubs in 
the Eastern Fed-
eration until the 
EMFLS Presi-

dent, David Nock, started the roundtables and other Zoom 
meetings. Prior to these meetings the only information our 
club received, other than the EFMLS newsletter and a few 
other emails, was via the US mail, and there were probably 
only two or three mailings since 2017. As a small business 
owner, a club president, etc. I don’t have time to sift through 
pages of information – the first mailing was well over 20 
pages! Email would have been much more efficient. 

I must admit that coming from the Houston Gem and Min-
eral Society I figured there would be some drama being part 
of the EFMLS as every volunteer organization has some. I 
was on HGMS’ show committee for numerous years includ-
ing three as show chair. We have been dealers at many 
South Central Federation shows and some Eastern Federa-
tion shows. However, I was not prepared for the amount of 
drama that came with being part of the EFMLS. 

I am glad I looked passed snarky emails and got involved 
in the Zoom meetings. During some of those meetings the 
tension was palpable. As the newbie, I didn’t quite under-
stand it. However, the more Zoom events I attended, I start-
ed to develop an opinion – some people within the EFMLS 
are resistant to change and some do not seem to have the 
best interest of the clubs in mind. I find this to be not only 
disheartening, but incredibly shortsighted. New clubs need 
help and advising. Rockhounds are an aging bunch and 
without embracing technology, new ideas, etc. the hobby 
and clubs run the risk of obsolescence. This is one of the 
main reasons I was relieved when reading the letter from 
the attorney – David and the current board seem much 
more inclined to move the EMFLS forward instead of letting 
it stagnate.

My husband and I started the Washington County Gem 
and  Mineral Society to bring our love of rocks and min-
erals to DownEast Maine. We wanted to offer education on 
geological topics to people who many have never been 
part of a club like this. I appreciate the interaction that was 
made available to me via the virtual meetings – they al-
lowed me to learn about the federation, how other clubs 
operate, make friends, and most importantly ask questions. 
Those aforementioned things are what I expected from the 
EFMLS when we joined, besides insurance (of course). 

I look forward to being part of the EFMLS, networking with 
fellow officers, and continuing to move the Federations 
and clubs forward so that we can continue to attract rock-
hounds to the hobby and to being part of formal clubs.
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InTervIew wITh The grOundhOg

Editors United 1st Interview
by Alison Pacut, Editor, Orange County MS (NY)

On 2/2/21, when “The Groundhog” saw his shadow, 
did the weather prediction come true?  We inter-
viewed him that very same day.  No, not Punxsutaw-
ney Phil, but Freehold Dave, Dave Shapiro.  Many of 
you know Groundhog and his exploits as the Field Guy 
in New Jersey and beyond.  Below, you are going to 
learn more about this interesting animal
who loves to dig.

 We certainly did! 

At our 3rd Editors Unite Roundtable, we held a Mys-
tery Guest Interview.  A mystery to us, the Editors 
United members, and our guest who didn’t know 
he was about to be “Roasted!”  That’s what we told 
him.  Kidding aside, we only planned to just inter-
view him this year and perhaps Roast him next year 
if he agreed.  He did.  Mark your calendar for 2022!

The evening was all in good plain fun!  

The following interview was adapted from an article by Editor, Diane Legg published in “Rocks in my Pockets,” of 
the Kanawha R&GC (WV), January, 2020.  Original article was an interview by KRGC President Susie Lamb with 
member Deb Klimek.  Editors United would like to thank them for the adaptation of their article..

The following questions were asked by members of the Editors United Group and answered by Groundhog Dave 
Shapiro (President of Friends of Mineralogy- NJ Chapter / President of North Jersey Mineral Society)

Q1. What name do you want to be called?      (David Nock- EFMLS/CT)
A1.  I'll go with Groundhog for that.

Q2. How did you get your nickname?       (Jody Shaw- Tuscarora LS/PA)
A2.  A fellow collector named Mike, a guy from a number of Pennsylvania clubs, questioned me once based on 
my reluctance to collect in the wintertime.  Because I’m one of the people that when it gets too cold out, I prefer 
to stay on the side of comfort and usually stay indoors.  Some people certainly have more of a threshold for col-
lecting in the colder temperatures and you know, I have some people in my clubs that are out collecting now and 
don't think twice about it.  So it's just my way of affirming that I'm of the other type.

continued on next page
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InTervIew wITh The grOundhOg

Editors United 1st Interview
by Alison Pacut, Editor, Orange County MS (NY)

The Groundhog Interview continued…

Q3. What is your favorite food?       (Pam Pollister- Philly MS/PA)
A3. Without a doubt, that would be pasta, I unfortunately am what they call a carb-a-holic.

Q4. What is your favorite mineral or fossil?    (June Rogier- Presidential G&MS/NH)
A4.  You know I tend to be partial to Spinels.  I have a few very nice collecting experiences where I've been able 
to collect like an amateur in New York.  Fossil wise, I'll go with Trilobites.

Q5. Hang gliding or whitewater rafting?      (Dan Imel- Rochester LS/NY)
A5.  Um, that'll be no and no.  I’m out of shape for both.  I would be more the type to maybe organize a trip to 
that, but not necessarily for myself.

Q6. Favorite Collecting Locality?      (Teddi Silver- Delaware MS/DE)
A6. I would have to say that probably my favorite collecting locality was one quarry that unfortunately we lost 
having a relationship with them recently.   It was a collecting spot in New Jersey called Oxford Quarry up in north-
western Jersey and a really unique collecting locality.

Q7. Toilet paper - over or under?      (Lizzie Triano- Danbury MS/CT)
A7.  Say probably over but it's not for any real conventional reason.  I know that it is an age old much debated 
topic.  I might say the exact opposite answer each time.

Q8. What is something that most people don’t know about you? (Bill DeLorraine- St Lawrence Co RMC/NY)
A8. Something that most people don't know about me is, I currently have Stage Three rectal cancer. 

Q9. Favorite color?        (Sara Powers- Worcester MC/MA)
A9.  Generally speaking, my favorite color is green and various shades of green.

Q10. What site or collecting locality would you most want to visit?   (Rick Cernak- Worcester MC/MA)
A10.  I think it's in California and part of the Himalayan Mines.  I forget if it was called the Candy Mine and second 
would be the San Benito, the Benitoite Mine.

Q11. What is something that people are obsessed with that you just don't get?  (Diane Burl- CT Valley MC/MA)
A11.  Coupon Clipping

Q12. Did you see your shadow today?     (Richard Simcsak-So MD RMC/MD)
A12. I will say I believe I saw my shadow.  I’m still going to err on the side that I most likely saw it, I couldn't verify 
for you 100% but.

For more about our group of Society Editors, go to: EFMLS.org/Editors-United/

http://EFMLS.org/Editors-United/
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edITOrIal
by Lizzie Triano, Editor, Danbury Mineral Society

GHOST SHIP EFMLS ?

“Why does everything have to be so political? Can’t we all 
just get along?”

Words have meaning though, and “politics” is just the life 
of the polis, the people in community – us.

It’s not about anyone’s Feelings – or it shouldn’t be – and 
problems aren’t addressed nor solved by saying nice 
things that mean nothing but appear pleasant.  If some-
one tells you that your house is on fire and you need to 
get out and call the fire department, are you going to get 
offended because they were “mean” – or are you gonna 
get the heck outta there, call the fire department, and 
then maybe your homeowner’s insurance company, and 
start thinking about rebuilding?  But what if, when the 
fire trucks arrived, some of your housemates pulled their 
truck around to block them, and apparently just wanted 
to let the place burn down.  Who knows why – they knew 
the place didn’t meet the codes – they knew you’d gotten 
the permits and made some of the necessary changes – 
but they were just so comfy with the way things used to 
be that they weren’t going to go along with little things 
like, oh, necessary electrical upgrades, structural repairs, 
etc.

That’s one way of describing what’s going on right now 
with the EFMLS.  The Fire trucks are the new Bylaws, and 
too many of the officers listed on the back page of the 
EFMLS News are the intransigent housemates.

Try this: use your preferred search engine for the phrase 
“Everything is political” and see what a range of subjects 
come back:  politics, sure, and also science, technology, 
education, art, sports, healthcare,Zombies!  Denial, con-
sequences, gridlock, theology, faith.

What’s your “favorite” area of hobby-related 
politics?Maybe it’s public land access, or property rights, 
or the protection of ivory-bearing species such as el-
ephants, walruses, narwhals, etc.  Ours is environmental 
justice.  Mineral collecting and lapidary fall    under the 
earth sciences umbrella – so between the ancient art of 
personal adornment, the ancient sciences of agriculture, 
and the ancient technologies related to water and waste 
management, our hobby is part of humanity’s oldest 
quests and challenges.  

So why can’t we all just get along??

We’re reading some contemporary theology this week 
that makes some really astute observations on the sub-
ject, which are almost as applicable to This Moment with 
the EFMLS as they are to centuries of religious dysfunc-
tion.  Seems like having a group of people in power drag-
ging their heels and flouting the rules instead of working 
with newer paradigms is – as old as humanity.  

And we’re all so tired of it!  Tired of updates about petty 
arguments, tired of inconsistent news about rules and 
laws, tired of people not knowing about BCC or https yet 
grousing about cybersecurity. The “new folks” built a se-
cure website and are developing a field trip coalition and 
trying out various hobby-related software/web products 
that the clubs could enjoy.  We could really see some 
good ROI (Return On Investment) EXCEPT there are a 
number of should-be-former EFMLS figures who Refuse 
to abide by the official By-Laws, Insist on Doing Things 
Their Way, Hold Fast to Pretty Words That Mean Nothing, 
and so forth.


