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Rockhounding and its relationship with Mineralogical Societies and clubs is arguably one of the most unique of 
any of the hobby related activities out there.  We have a special bond with Mother Earth and the treasures 
that lay within.  We get to see, and many times birth, something incredible to the light of day for the first time 
in millions of years.  Like a proud parent waiting to show the world the birth of a child, it is ours! 
 
As Rockhounds in today’s world, Mineralogical Societies and our recreation has come under attack from 
within and we knowingly ignore the threat.  We all know someone that is guilty of unethical and unlawful 
collecting practices but to avoid having a problem with an individual and sometimes even a friend, we turn a 
blind eye and the problem isn’t avoided, it’s compounded!  The biggest issue being referred to here is 
trespassing.  It’s a killer of access to mineral localities and the longer its ignored, the longer it goes on and the 
worse it gets!  Not only are more people trespassing but they are also posting their activity and stolen items 
on social media and websites, bragging about it and tagging the people they were with while doing it! 

If you say you love this hobby and better yet the Mineral Societies you belong to but still go out and trespass, 
where do your loyalties actually lie?  As someone that’s involved with organizing and leading field trips, I get 
asked a lot… “any new places to collect this year?”  My answer, “we’re working on it but new places aren’t 
popping up like coffee shops!”  The cold hard fact is, more places close every year than open because 
trespassing and theft are the number one cause.  Every Rockhound knows this! 
  
We are losing mineral localities at an alarming rate and that means two things.  We are limited to the same old 
locations or we need to travel farther to dig.  Finding new collecting localities is only part of the battle; the 
other part is getting previously closed sites open again.  In most cases sites get closed because of trespassing 
by unethical and disrespectful collectors.  This gives all of us including our Mineralogical Societies a bad name.  
We are all ambassadors of our hobby and should try and set an example everywhere we go as to what it 
means to be a respectable Rockhound.  The reputation we set for ourselves, be it good or bad, follows us.  We 
owe it to ourselves and our groups to be good collectors and the end goal is that we all will benefit from it. 
 
This is an unacceptable practice and I would like to see all Societies, clubs, etc. adopt a ZERO Tolerance Policy 
when it comes to Society Members trespassing.  The Society Officers need to take a stand against this and if it 
means not renewing a membership to make the point, then so be it! 

 

 
There is one bright light in all of this.  This is where being credible and diplomatic for your organization will pay 
off.  Knock on doors, introduce yourself, make the connection and voice your interest of having legal access to 
collect.  There’s a good chance this will pay off!  Use diplomacy and respect to keep the door open.  Please 
don’t keep getting our places locked out of reach by doing the very thing that got them closed…trespassing! 

 


