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CONVENTION UPDATE
The 70th Annual Convention took place virtually via Zoom October 23-24, 2020.
At the annual meeting on October 23, a motion was made and passed to table the voting for both the
Executive Committee and the Budget until a meeting is to be called for mid-November. As a result,
EFMLS News will not have the results of that vote until after that meeting has taken place. A special
thanks to the Catawba Valley Gem and Mineral Society in Hickory, North Carolina, who had a difficult
year postponing their show from March to October and working with the Federation trying to
accommodate the EFMLS Annual Convention. Unfortunately, the COVID-19 virus and the North
Carolina government had other plans. We thank all members of the club, but a special thanks to
Larry Huffman, EFMLS Convention Show Chair, and Terry Russell, Catawba Show Chair, who did a
great job in a difficult situation.
At the Awards Banquet on October 24, many were rewarded for their contributions to their clubs and
the EFMLS with trophies, plaques, and certificates. A listing of the awards begins on page 11.

WILDACRES – DATES FOR SPRING SESSION
Great News! MARK YOUR CALENDAR! The dates for the Spring session at Wildacres are
scheduled for May 17-23, 2021. More information will be available early next year. At this time, no
dates have been set for the Fall Session.
Steve Weinberger, Chair of the Wildacres Workshop Committee

FINAL CALL FOR REIMBURSEMENT
If you are an EFMLS officer or committee chair and have expenses for the fiscal year November 1,
2019 through October 31, 2020 and have not submitted them, please submit a letter/e-mail to the
EFMLS Treasurer by November 30, 2020. Please include an explanation of what the expenditure
was, the receipt (copies/scans are acceptable), and a total amount of the requested payment.
Gary Bergtholdt, EFMLS Treasurer
152 Ransone Street, Hampton, Virginia 23669
gbergtholdt@gmail.com, 757-876-2666
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SECRETARY AND SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
October found two of our hard-working Executive Board Members resigning – Beverly Eisenacher,
Secretary (October 22), and Laura Simmons, Second Vice President (October 23). Both have
worked tirelessly since taking their oath of office, dedicated to support and keep our member clubs
informed. We thank them for their volunteering, dedication, and fulfillment of the duties they took an
oath to uphold.

CLUB ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR (ACROY)
The Delaware Mineralogical Society is honored to have Teddi Silver as a member who constantly
gives of her time and energy to make our organization a huge success in the Diamond State. Teddi
served as club President for six years (2014 – 2019). Instead of riding off into the sunset, she
volunteered to be the 2020 editor of The Geogram, our newsletter. In addition to that, she has been
the Dealer Coordinator for our annual show for many years, one that is constantly rated by dealers
and the general public as one of the best they attend. But more than that, she is our “GO TO” person
when it comes to sage advice. Teddi has a story for every situation. She has been to so many
places, met so many people, and has such a positive outlook on life, it’s been a joy and a blessing,
especially this year, to have someone like her in our club. [See photo on page 3.]
Submitted by: Christine Verdi, President Delaware Mineralogical Society
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Teddi Silver, Delaware Mineralogical Society – November EFMLS ACROY

ACROY (Continued)
Leading by Example
In rock and mineral and fossil and jewelry and lapidary clubs, there are likely to be many members
who do not really say much. They may though be speaking loudly in other ways. They may be
speaking by simply leading by example. There are sometimes people making lots of noise.
Sometimes there are people who make silence. In that silence there can be a powerful force called
leadership.
A quiet leadership may also be a great reason for selecting a person as their club rockhound of the
year--please give the idea some thought—it is worth consideration.
Here at the Club Rockhound of the Year Program (CROY), we continue to encourage the effort by
club members to support our clubs. That effort may be right out front and very noticeable all the way
to that effort happening well hidden behind the scenes.
The CROY program is available to all EFMLS clubs to recognize members who go above and beyond
in service to their club. Here is how it works. Your club selects a member who well
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serves their club. You write a brief, perhaps 70-word, description of that member's dedication, and
send it to me. Then we take your write-up and place it in the pages of the AFMS and EFMLS
newsletters to honor your member's dedicated service and let other clubs share in the
honoring. (Just like Teddi Silver on page 2-3 from the Delaware Mineralogical Society.)
There are a few rules:
The club may only submit one honoree for their Club Rockhound of the Year (or two names in the
event of a couple) per year. The club may, in addition, also offer the name of a junior
member. Anyone in the club may offer the honoree’s name. The club may use any selection criteria
they wish to select their honoree. Easy, right?
We hope to hear from you because, without a doubt, there are a great many deserving and maybe
quiet, members in our clubs. Let us work together and help honor your dedicated members. I can
be contacted at rocknellery@fairpoint.net or at Post Office Box 47, Waterville, Maine 04903-0047 or
207-547-3154. Thanks. Please stay well and be safe.
Ellery Borow, Club Rockhound of the Year Committee Chair

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
Even Numbered Regions II, IV, VI, VII
Regional elections in the Eastern Federation are conducted every year. Even numbered years
having the elections for the even numbered regions. Odd numbered years have elections for the odd
numbered regions. This being 2020 the even numbered regional elections were conducted by the
following process: Nominations are sought from the respective regions. The nominees are contacted
regarding their understanding the duties and willingness to serve. Then an election is
conducted. The newly elected EFMLS Regional Vice Presidents beginning November 1, 2020 in the
Eastern Federation are as follows:
Region II - Cheryl Neary
Serving clubs in Metropolitan New York,
Dutchess, Rockland, Winchester,
Long Island, New Jersey

516-499-5341

ciervo.neary@gmail.com

Region IV – Billl Stephens
Delaware, Maryland, District of
Columbia, Virginia

302-540-3453

bstepens@stephensenv.com

Region VI – Undecided
North and South Carolina

Voting still in progress

Region VIII - K.C. Foster
Florida

561-968-5287
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Please join with me in offering congratulations to the new team of EFMLS Regional Vice
Presidents. We welcome your willingness to serve your region's clubs and the hobby in general. We
look forward to a continuation of service and dedication to your home clubs and a new service to
clubs through the opportunities and teamwork provided by the Eastern Federation.
There are a couple of returning Regional Vice Presidents in Cheryl and Bill. Their service and
dedication are well recognized and respected. Thank you for all you have accomplished. We wish
you every success in the year to come. The "new" name on the list is K.C. Foster. While a "new"
name K.C. has been volunteering in clubs, and helping, and editing, and club president, and all
manner of being a dynamic force in the hobby. For the recent past K.C. has also, among all the other
activities, been the supplies chairperson in the Eastern Federation. K.C., welcome to the new
team. Thank you for staying a force and dynamic power for progress in the Eastern Federation.
Please also join with me in thanking Michelle Renne, retiring RVP in Region VIII for her service. We
wish her well as, no doubt, she continues her service in her home club and the hobby in general.
Ellery Borow, EFMLS First Vice President

AFMS VICE PRESIDENT ELECTION RESULTS
The next AFMS Vice President from the Eastern Federation will be Matt Charsky who replaces Cheryl
Neary.
Please join me in welcoming Matt and his sage advice, wisdom, and good nature as he represents
the Eastern Federation in the AFMS. As Matt once served as AFMS president, his powerful and wellrespected voice will once again, no doubt, be greatly appreciated by the council.
For those who are “newer” to the Eastern Federation, Matt was our president in the year 2003-2004.
He served in the positions of First and Second Vice President as well. He is member of the august
body of the Eastern Federation called the Past Presidents Advisory Council, Matt also served as its
president. In 2010 he won the prestigious EFMLS Citation Award for meritorious service in our
Federation. Matt also created the M (membership) awards which have the goal of acknowledging
the large and small clubs which, by their grit and determination increase their memberships and
thereby promote the hobby.
There is one more notable feature to Matt's background. Matt has not just supported and advised the
Federation, he has for many years played various parts in leading, helping, supporting and otherwise
being a valued member of the hobby in all its many splendors, activities, and varieties.
Thank you Matt for once again stepping up and serving this great hobby.
Our thanks go to outgoing AFMS Vice President Cheryl Neary. Cheryl's contributions really cannot
be measured -- her time in the position for these past two years has been invaluable. The challenge
may have been more so in that Cheryl followed in the long stride footsteps of the Eastern
Federation's beloved Carolyn Weinberger. Carolyn as most will fondly remember served with
dedication and wisdom, and with a powerful voice in the AFMS in previous years. Thank you Cheryl.

Ellery Borow, EFMLS First Vice President
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EFMLS 1st VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Inspirations
Please look around. You will not have to look far to see a rockhound who is doing good things for
their club or their community. Their effort is inspiring and bursting with a dynamic energy to make
things better. It is rockhounds in action. With a determination, creativity, and grit we are being part of
the solution.
I recently talked with several Connecticut club presidents. In the conversations they were positively
bubbling over with ideas, enthusiasm, and dedication. They have ideas and want to share them with
everyone. Ideas include - how to increase membership, use the best technology, make shows and
membership safer and better, create more meaningful programs. The ideas are not easy to explain
in an article, or e-mail. They need to be grabbed hold of, wrap your arms around, and just make them
happen. The ideas are hands on, dynamic and, dare I say, ready for now. This kind of energy,
motivation and creativity lifts one's spirits to unimaginable heights. I hope we all hear more of the
ideas The ideas have been crafted to make things happen. The ideas need sharing, one sister club
to another.
I have been to many rock club meetings, shows, field trips, picnics. They share certain traits - THEY
ARE AMAZING! Before entering, one will feel the aliveness, energy, a feeling of wow in the
air. People handing out admission slips, people guiding people to the exhibits, people offering
lectures and demonstrations , people sharing their smiles. They are all radiating an energy, a feeling
of welcoming -- a feeling almost of being home. How can one go to a club show and not feel a
connection with what the club members are doing? What joy they have in helping others. What care
they take in sharing their fun. Wow, a person entering such a place - what can they do but feel a
desire to jump right in, help with everything, be a part of it all. Everyone entering a show is
encouraged to have a good time, enjoy the goodies on dealers’ tables, and, by all means, check out
the juniors’ activities. It is through the "how" those words make a difference. The "how" will speak
volumes -- there will be a warmth in their smile, a twinkle in their eyes, and a shimmering wish for
everyone to have a wonderful time. Everyone will enter the show feeling genuinely appreciated and
welcomed. They know they will be.
The Federation is all about people. Yes, there is a library and newsletters, safety articles and bulletin,
contests, and awards but your Federation is about people. It is a responsibility and a pleasure for
federation people to help people in clubs, people organizing shows, people making things
happen. All that people energy happens by listening, believing, caring, and respecting principles we
all share. Clubs know the importance of people moving along different paths to the same goals. The
Federation people know this too. The Federation's responsibility is to do its best for all member
clubs. Those are not simply words, they are a dedication to serving, motivating, responsibility,
analysis for accuracy, sound public interests, principals, a partnership with member clubs to create a
better experience, to keep to basics, and make it all open and easy for all to see, and for all to
participate in our shared aspirations.
The wish is to mention story after story about the positive things happening -- juniors making a rock
poster happen, clubs meeting in parking lots to keep activities going, field trips being safely managed,
virtual programs, plans for safer shows, rockhounds making masks. Everywhere people helping
people. Gee, I love this hobby. It is filled with people doing great things and will continue to be filled
with people doing yet more great things.
Ellery Borow, EFMLS 1st Vice President
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A SHOW REPORT IN THE TIMES OF COVID-19
Catawba Valley Gem and Mineral Club, Inc., Hickory, North Carolina

Hickory, NC Convention Center, October 24, 2020

Welcoming, warm, fun, and exciting—oh, and there were great dealers, dedicated volunteers and
amazing organizers, too. Did you visit it? There in Hickory, North Carolina, is the Club that
could. The 49-1/2th year Catawba Valley Gem and Mineral Club show had over 25 vendors; and was
a welcome respite to the reduced number of shows this year. The attendance was good with a public
which really appreciated this event!
It was another great Catawba Valley Club show and more. This show was postponed once and rose
in the face of COVID to make it extra special. The dealers helpful, the volunteers dedicated, the
atmosphere exciting, and the people--well people always make a show special and this show upheld
the tradition. Remember, this show was a masked one so visitors could not see the smiles on club
member's faces. But one did not need to see the smiles, they were seen in everyone's eyes. The
smiles were everywhere. The warm smiles were among the delights of the show.
Show isles were well spaced. All the areas were made safe for members, vendors, and show
patrons. It was a master work of art in organization, coordination, and attention to detail.
With the concerns of COVID hovering in the background, the work of the Catawba Club members
still made the show a shining success. If you did not visit it this year, soon you will have another
opportunity to experience the welcome for yourself . Please consider yourself cordially invited.
Congratulations to the Catawba Valley Gem and Mineral Club members for making their show
another successful and safe show. Thank you for a show well won.
Ellery Borow, EFMLS 1st Vice President
Communications and involvement are our keys to success.
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SAFETY
Leading by Example Matters
It is real. It is here. It is now.

It Matters.

COVID - 19 is here. How we deal with it matters. There is a debate about mask wearing, but few
debate the question as to whether masks help or not. They help, significantly in reducing
transmission to others and protection of oneself. While a person may show no outward and
commonly recognized symptoms of COVID-19, they may have it and unknowingly be spreading it.
Have you been close to someone who has it? If they do have it, they might not know it. So, since it
is not always possible to be sure, the old advice is still sound. An ounce of prevention (a mask and
hand washing) is usually worth the pound of cure (the consequences of having COVID-19).
There are and will continue to be health reasons, pulmonary function and so on issues, for not
wearing a mask. The reasons should be minded.
Rockhounds are leaders. They write articles, deliver speeches, and zoom all they want, but the best
example of leadership, is leading by example. Often words are not really needed for that style of
leadership. Go on a field trip and wear goggles while hammering or chipping rocks. Wear ear plugs
if the noise is high and it is an air compressor or battery powered tool hammering on rocks. Have
gloves on while needing to protect your hands. Mind the chips flying when using rock splitters. Use
protective guards when operating machinery. Those exemplify leading by example. Leading by
example works - rockhounds are smart people.
With children around, well, they are little sponges. They may not show it, but they watch everything,
especially what parents and any adults do. Children want to be adults, and often, the sooner the
better. Children observe adults and learn in that observation. Setting a good example for kids, or for
anyone, will give the hobby, our health, and our ideals a good size boost.
Sources of additional information include:
WHO - World Health Organization
CDC - Centers for Disease Control
NIH - National Institute of Health
NIAD - National Institute of Allergies and Infectious Diseases
NIOSH - National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health
Checking with the above sources, as well as your own personal and trusted sources along with your
state and local sources, would be wise to obtain the most current mask advice.
Your safety matters. Please be extra cautious in this current COVID-19 virus day and age.
The disclaimer - understand that this article does not profess to offer medical advice but
merely compiles data from several sources about masks and the Covid-19 virus. For current
information please check with trusted sources.
Ellery Borow, Safety Chairman
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Our thoughts, prayers and condolences continue to be with the grieving loved ones and friends of
those who have lost the battle with their lives to the coronavirus.
Carrie Gannett
Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse, NY
It is with great sadness we report our longtime friend and member Carrie Gannett died July 16. She
was a regular at club meetings for years, often with her good friend John Davis who was our
resident mineral expert. Her passion in the club was making jewelry using semiprecious stone beads.
She started the Bead Group back in 2004. Beading was the “new thing” back then. The group took off
like fire! Guest speakers and demonstrators often came together to learn stringing techniques, how to
select good quality beads, where to find good deals on beads and findings, etc. Often the Bead
Group met on other days at the church just to socialize and work on projects. This was in the days
when the club was meeting at the Presbyterian Church on Genesee Street in Syracuse. The Gem
and Mineral Society grew noticeably thanks to Carrie’s efforts. Attendance at meetings increased. Up
until that point, the emphasis was more on minerals and fossils with some lapidary interest. Carrie
brought new life into the club through the Bead Secretary’s Report Cathy Patterson, President’s
Message Cheryl Brown August 2020 CRACK ‘N CAB - PAGE 3 Vol 50 No 8 Group, “the dark side,”
as some hard core, original club members called it. She was a vendor at our show and at many other
craft shows around the county selling her beautiful, beaded necklaces, earrings, and bracelets. Carrie
had a thriving antiques business while raising her 5 children in Jordan, NY. She was a Justice of the
Peace in the town court and was active politically in the 1970’s. A graduate of The Newhouse School
at Syracuse University, Carrie earned her degree in political science and public relations. She was a
passionate writer, historian, singer in community chorus groups, a wonderful gardener, dog lover
(poodles especially), and friend to the Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse. She will be missed by
her many friends. Caroline "Carrie" Gannett 1934 – 2020.

From Cheryl Brown, Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse, NY

VISIT A SHOW OR SWAP
Editor’s Note: If you are considering attending any of the events listed below, not marked
cancelled nor postponed, please check with the contact listed before leaving home. The
Coronavirus (COVID-19) has forced many clubs to either postpone or cancel regularly
scheduled events which include meetings, shows, swaps, etc. Not all postponement dates
have been re-scheduled.
If you would like to see your club show, swap or other public event listed here, please send your
information to the editor by the tenth of the month preceding the event. For example, if your event is
Communications and involvement are our keys to success.
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March 2, you may want to submit it on January 1 so that it appears in two issues of EFMLS News
(February and March). In any event, the minimum amount of time needed is the first of the month
preceding the event, i.e. if event is January 2, to have it listed, your information should be in by
December 1 to be listed in the January issue. Send to EFMLSNews.editor@gmail.com.
November 7-8 – Gemarama the in-person show of Tuscarora Lapidary Society has been canceled
this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Instead we are hosting a Virtual Gemarama,
www.gemarama.org, with various activities including online auctions, live and recorded
demonstrations, online classes with Kieu Pham Gray, online kid’s activities, YouTube videos and
more. To sign up for classes to www.gemarama.org .
June 5-6 – Monroe, NY – Orange County Mineral Society’s Annual Mineral, Gem Jewelry and Fossil
Show, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM outdoor event, rain, or shine. Museum Village, 1010 Route 17M,
Monroe, New York 10950.
June 13 – POSTPONED TO JANUARY 16, 2021 Newton, MA -- Boston Mineral Club Annual
Auction, 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM, American Legion Nonantum Post 440, 295 California Street, Newton,
MA. Includes voice auction of more than 200 lots of mineral specimens, gems, equipment, and
reference material, with a silent auction of more than 100 flats of mineral specimen, lapidary rough,
equipment and books. INFO: Mike Haritos, 857-991-2294, mharitos@comcast.net,
www.bostonmineralclub.org.

CLUB OF THE MONTH
If you would like your club to be highlighted as a Club of the Month, please contact the editor at
efmlsnew.editor@gmail.com or 973-993-3192.

REVISED OPERATING PROCEDURES MANUAL
The Operating Procedures Manual is the document containing the guidelines/details on how the
Bylaws are to be carried out for the various Federation’s functions such as duties of the officers,
committee directives, etc.
After almost two years of researching, reviewing, and revising the Operating Procedures Manual, the
ad hoc Committee to Review the EFMLS Operating Procedures Manual finally saw its many hours of
work brought to fruition when the Manual was distributed in October. The revised edition (dated July
1, 2020) was approved by the Operating Procedures Committee and the Executive Committee.
When it was decided the revised edition of the Manual had to be retyped (the previous edition was
done on software that was unavailable), it was decided to add the Bylaws to the Manual for ease of
checking the references. The revisions (corrections and additions) were minor and did not add more
than a couple pages to the document, however, adding the Bylaws and increasing the size of the
Index added to the page count. The document was e-mailed and is now available on the EFMLS
website at www.EFMLS.org.
Our thanks to the ad hoc committee for all their work—especially to its Chair, Barbara Ringhiser. Committee
members were Mary Bateman, Ellery Borow, Gary Bergtholdt, David Korsendorfer Cheryl Neary. Our thanks,
also, goes to the many people who contributed their input to the Committee
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CONVENTION
AWARDS BANQUET PRESENTATIONS
Annual Scholarship Honorees and Awardees
Presented by David Noch, EFMLS President
East Tennessee State University
Honoree
Dr. Arpita Nandi
Student Awardee: Samantha Farmer (M.S. Geosciences Candidate)
Virginia Tech
Honoree
Student Awardee

Dr. Nancy Ross
Alix Ehlers (M.S. Geosciences Candidate)

Dr. Ross gave a power point presentation on the “High-Pressure Study of Zircon.” The
following are excerpted from the presentation:
• The oldest rocks on Earth are dated with zircons
• Zircons can be trapped in garnet hosts. If we know properties of zircon and garnet at
high pressures (P) and temperatures (T), zircon inclusions can be used as a
“geothermobarometer”
• Zircon can be used to determine pressure and temperature conditions under which
rocks formed
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Citation Award
Presented by Larry Heath for the Past Presidents Advisory Council
Gary Bergtholdt, EFMLS Treasurer
In Memoriam: Federation Eternal
Presented by David Noch, EFMLS President
Will be printed in the December 2020 EFMLS News. The completed list was not available
at press time
President’s Awards for Service Above and Beyond
Presented by David Noch, EFMLS President
The following individuals have 1) given the most hours to the Federation, 2) gone way beyond
their official role, 3) wanted the Federation to think forward…
Gary Bergtholdt, EFMLS Treasurer
Christine Conlon, EFMLS Annual Directory Chair
Heather Shields, EFMLS Webmaster
Heather Shields was also awarded the President’s Award for Service Above and Beyond in 2019.
President Noch explained why the awards are presented on stone. He said he
hated plaques with wood backing especially for rockhounds. The stone used for the plaques
is Stony Creek Granite and the quarry is about ten miles from his house. FYI: This is the same
granite that is at the base of the Statue of Liberty.
Examples of the plaque:

Design of Stone Plaque
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Stone Plaque Base

Each One Teach One Award
From Betsy Oberheim, Each One Teach One Committee Chair
The winner of the Each One Teach One award is a remarkable woman, she organized and
spent many hours on an incredibly special project. Along with club volunteers, she compiled
“120 rocks and minerals of Delaware” kits for distribution to every 6th grade science teacher in
the state! What an ambitious project! A booklet which shows photos of the rocks and
minerals, where the specimens can be found, as well as their uses and properties. A kit was
also donated to the Delaware Museum of Natural History.
The more you picture the work that went into the planning, accumulating the rocks and
minerals, designing the kits, and the book, the more you respect this lady and can see why
MARY ANN LEVANN deserves this honor. Mary Ann is a member of the Delaware
Mineralogical Society. And, thanks to Christine Verdi for making us aware of our Each One
Teach One winner for 2019.
Long Service Award
Presented by David Noch, EFMLS President
Wimmer, Brown & Brown
Website Contest Awards
Presented by Alison Pacut, Webmaster Contest Committee Chair
First, I would like to congratulate all the participants in this year's competition. It takes a lot of
courage to put your artistic work in a judged competition. You are all to be commended on
the excellence of your work.
Before the webmasters signed up for the contest they were able to download the score sheet
off the EFMLS Website. This is the same scoresheet the judges use to score the entrants’
websites. I am sure being able to go down the list and make sure all the criteria were met
was a great help.
I had intended on giving the awards at the EFMLS Awards Ceremony in Hickory in March
2020. As you all know, the EFMLS Convention was postponed due to the pandemic. The
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EFMLS Board rescheduled the meeting for October, however, with the pandemic raging out
of control, the meeting was performed virtually.
The deadline for webmasters to submit sites for judging was January 8th, 2020. At this time, I
was provided with two judges by the AFMS. The judges were from another federation so
there would be no conflicts. The judges went over the sites, judged them, and sent me their
score sheets. Once I had both of their sheets back for each site, I added the scores together
to get a total score. The maximum score on a sheet was 100 points. Each website could get
a maximum of 200 points.
The competition was extremely close with the first and second place winners only being half
a point from each other. The third-place winner and honorable mention were a mere quarter
of a point apart.
The Winners of the 2020 Website Competition are:
1st Place:

Michael J Royer -- Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society

2nd Place: Heather Shields -- Orange County Mineral Society
3rd Place:

Sue Goldman -- Nassau Mineral Club

Honorable Mention in alphabetical order are:
Toby Chadburn -- Oxford County Mineral and Gem Association
Julia Hrechka -- Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area
Michael Rosso -- Rock and Mineral Club of Lower Bucks County
Once again, I want to thank all the participants for entering the contest and encourage you to
enter the contest for 2021. I will be sending out information on the next contest very soon.
To the presidents: please encourage your webmasters to enter the 2021 website contest.
The contest helps make our sites more uniform while still displaying the artistic uniqueness of
your webmasters and clubs!
Bulletin Editors Advisory Committee Awards and AFMS Bulletin Awards
Presented by Mary Bateman, Chair EFMLS BEAC & Member AFMS Bulletin Editors Committee
The Decade Club
The Decade Club, founded in 1991, is an elite group of bulletin editors who have served their
club for ten years or more. Over the 29 years since its inception, other fine editors have been
added to the rolls of the Decade Club. We gratefully acknowledge the invaluable contributions
of all members to their clubs and to the EFMLS. Members as of October 24, 2020 are:
Ellery Borow – Water-Oak Gem and Mineral Society
Natalie Darling – Gem and Mineral Society of Lynchburg, VA
Casandra Franklin-Barbajosa – Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of Washington, DC(1)
David Glick – Nittany Mineral Society
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Kathy Hrechka – Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area, Inc.
Dan Imel – Rochester Lapidary Society
Mitch Portnoy – New York Mineral Club(2)
Mike Seeds – Baltimore Mineral Society(1)
Carolyn Weinberger – Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore (2)
Chesapeake Gem and Mineral Society
Marion Wheaton – Lakeshore Gem and Mineral Club
Pamela Wingood – Tuscarora Lapidary Society
We would also like to recognize the 30 or more years of service by John Wheeler who
retired this year as editor of the Orange County Mineral Society’s bulletin, Shale Mail. His
many years of Service was brought to our attention by the new editor, Alison Pacut.
It is the dedication, service and time invested in their club that makes an editor an important
part of communication to any club. Decade Club members are deserving of recognition by
their clubs and the Federation for their long-term dedication. If you, as an editor, or your club
editor, are the current editor of your club newsletter/bulletin and have served in that capacity
for ten (10) or more consecutive years, you qualify to become a member of the Decade Club.
Contact the Bulletin Editors Advisory Chair to be recognized as a member for 2021.
Congratulations to all members and thank you for your service and dedication by helping keep
the lines of communication open for your club.
(1)Individuals
(2)

added in 2020
Members who have died since the last update of club members.

Participating Clubs
Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club, Inc.
Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society of Washington, DC
The Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches
Kanawha Rock and Gem Club
Maryland Geological Society
Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area
Nashoba Valley Mineral Society
New York Mineralogical Club
Northern Virginia Mineral Club
Washington County Gem and Mineral Society
Judges
The Bulletin Editors Advisory Committee is indebted to the judges who volunteered their time
and talents to make this year’s contest a success by their thorough evaluations and helpful
comments. All judges judged more than one category. As has been said many, many times,
without the judges there would be no contest. The tireless time, research, comments, and the
dedication they put into their judging makes the Eastern Federation receive many top awards,
a job well done. Thank you for your dedication and service.
Kathleen Collins – Glastonbury, CT
Beverly Eisenacher – Harrisburg, PA
Fred Haynes – Rochester, NY
Betsy Oberheim – Harrisburg, PA
Communications and involvement are our keys to success.
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In addition, Mary Bateman (Chair of BEAC) judged the New Editors.
If you or someone you know is interested in being a judge for 2021, please let the BEAC Chair
know. We would like to expand the pool of judges so no judge judges more than one category.
EFMLS and AFMS Award Winners
Congratulations to all our editors for a job well done. They are among the most dedicated and
deserving of recognition in our clubs—they all deserve awards for service above and beyond.
Unfortunately, we can only give awards to those editors that entered the contest. We thank all
who participated this year and congratulate them for jobs well done. A special congratulations
to those who not only received recognition for their efforts from EFMLS but received national
recognition from the AFMS. Competing with other rockhound clubs in the country, they
amassed a good share of the top awards from AFMS. Whether you participated in the EFMLS
contest, were winners sent on to AFMS, or did not participate in the contest, as an editor, you
are a winner.
Awards are listed by category with the EFMLS awards listed first followed by the AFMS in each
category. NOTE: The AFMS’ Written Features is equivalent to the EFMLS’ Original NonTechnical Articles. AFMS does not have a category equal to our Written Features category.
Special Features are usually not judged by EFMLS unless there are more than three entries.
A bulletin must receive a score of 90 or above to qualify for entry in the AFMS contest and
only the top three (3) in each category are entered in the AFMS contest.
EFMLS – Small Bulletins
Trophy:
Anita Honkonen, Editor
The Pegmatite, Nashoba Valley Mineralogical Society
EFMLS – Large Bulletins
Trophy:
Hutch Brown, Editor
The Mineral Newsletter, Northern Virginia Mineral Club
2nd Place:

Laura Phillips, Editor
The Rockhound; Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches

AFMS – Large Bulletins
3rd Place: Hutch Brown, Editor
The Mineral Newsletter; Northern Virginia Mineral Club
10th Place:

Laura Phillips, Editor
The Rockhound; Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches

EFMLS – New Editors
Trophy:
Brittany Martin, Editor
Rock Buster News; Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club
2nd Place: Diane Legg, Editor
Rocks in My Pockets, Kanawha Rock & Gem Club
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3rd Place:

Theresa Peek, Editor
Washington County Rockhounds Communique, Washington County
Gem and Mineral Society

AFMS – New Editors
2nd Place:
Britany Martin, Editor
Rock Buster News; Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club
4th Place:

Diane Legg, Editor
Rocks in My Pockets, Kanawha Rock & Gem Club

EFMLS – Original Educational Articles
Trophy:
Researching a Specimen with a Historical Label
Jeff Guerber, The Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area
2nd Place:

Mineral of the Month: Cassiterite
Sue Marcus, Northern Virginia Mineral Club

3rd Place:

Mineral of the Month: Barite
Bob Cooke, Northern Virginial Mineral Club

4th Place:

Mineral of the Month: Galena
Sue Marcus, Northern Virginia Mineral Club

5th Place:

Rochester Mineralogical Symposium
Kathy Hrechka, Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area

AFMS – Adult Articles
Trophy:
Mineral of the Month: Sphalerite
Sue Marcus; Northern Virginia Mineral Club
EFMLS – Original Educational Articles--Advanced
Trophy:
Pounamu: New Zealand Jade
Vivian Gornitz, New York Mineralogical Club
2nd Place:

The Lure of Gold
Vivian Gornitz, New York Mineralogical Club

3rd Place:

Traces (It’s Elemental Series)
Bill Shelton, New York Mineralogical Club

4th Place:

Umohoite and Calcurmolite
Michael Pabst, Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area

5th Place:

Inesite and Hubeite
Michael Pabst, Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area

6th Place:

Table for 33, Please
Diana Jarrett, New York Mineralogical Club
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AFMS – Adult Articles Advanced
5th Place:
Pounamu: New Zealand Jade
Vivian Gornitz; New York Mineralogical Club
6h Place:

The Lure of Gold
Vivian Gornitz; New York Mineralogical Club

Honorable
Mention:

Inesite and Hubeite
Michael Pabst; The Micromineralogists of the National Capital
Area

EFMLS – Non-Technical Articles
Trophy:
A Lot of Adventure in a Small Box
Cassandra Franklin-Barbajosa; The Gem, Lapidary and Mineral
Society of Washington, DC
2nd Place:

Tyrannosaurus Rex Commemorative Forever Stamps First
Kathy Hrechka, Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area

3rd Place:

Dinosaurs at Valley Forge
Kevin Dermody, Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club

4th Place:

Australian Marsupial “Lion”
Kevin Dermody, Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club

5th Place:

Coin Metals (It’s Elemental Series)
Bill Shelton, New York Mineralogical Club

6th Place:

South Dakota Interrupted
John Van Newhyzen, Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club

AFMS – Written Features (EFMLS Non-Technical Articles)
2nd Place:
A Lot of Adventure in a Small Box
Cassandra Franklin-Barbajosa; The Gem, Lapidary and Mineral
Society of Washington, DC
5th Place:

Dinosaurs at Valley Forge
Kathy Hrechka; The Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area

9th Place:

Tyrannosaurus Rex Commemorative Forever Stamps First Day
Kathy Hrechka; The Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area

EFMLS – Written Features---Adults
Trophy:
Hooked on Estate Sales!
Cassandra Franklin-Barbajosa, Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society
Of Washington, DC
2nd Place:

Labradorite (2019 Banquet Theme Article)
Bill Shelton, New York Mineralogical Club

Communications and involvement are our keys to success.
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3rd Place:

Surprising Tanzanite
Diana Jarrett, New York Mineralogical Club

4th Place:

My Story – Brontosaurus
Betsy Oberheim, Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club

5th Place:

Mineral of the Meeting: Galena
Bob Farrar, Maryland Geological Society

6th Place:

How It All Began
Karen Van Newhyzen, Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club

7th Place:

Mineral of the Meeting: Apophylite
Bob Farrar, Maryland Geological Society

8rh Place:

The Colorful Art of Micromounting
Kathy Hrechka, Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area

AFMS – No equivalent AFMS Category
EFMLS – Poetry---Adults
Trophy:
Water Everywhere
Betsy Oberheim; Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club
2nd Place:

Rockhounds
Brittany Martin; Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club

AFMS – Poetry--Adults
Trophy:
Water Everywhere
Betsy Oberheim; Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club
5th Place:

Rockhounds
Brittany Martin; Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club

EFMLS – Drawn Features—Adults
Trophy:
Brontosaurus
Betsy Oberheim; Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club
AFMS – Drawn Features--Adults
Trophy:
Brontosaurus
Betsy Oberheim; Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club
EFMLS – Drawn Features – Juniors Under 12
Trophy:
Crystals
Gavin Manning, Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club
2nd Place:

Pterodactyl
Gavin Manning, Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club
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EFMLS – Special Publications
It’s Picnic Time; Cassandra Franklin-Barbajosa
The Dopstick; Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society of Washington, DC
AFMS – Special Publications
2nd Place: It’s Picnic Time; Cassandra Franklin-Barbajosa
The Dopstick; Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society of Washington, DC
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REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS (RVP’S)
Region 1
Region 2
Region 3
Region 4
Region 5
Region 6
Region 7
Region 8

Ellery Borow
Cheryl Neary
Carrie Meyers
Bill Stephens
Susie Lamb
Larry Huffman
Joe Cooper
K.C. Foster

1-207-547-3154
1-516-449-5341
1-717-314-5375
1-302- 540-3453
1-304-989-7558
1-828-612-4469
1-706-499-9322
1-561-968-5287

rocknellery@fairpoint.com
ciervo.neary2gmail.com
cmeyers8@comcast.net
bstephens@stephensv.com
lambcheryl@hotmail.com
ldhuff314@embarqmail.com
jcooper@hallcounty.org
katrinkaper@yahoo.com

Larry Huffman
Steve Weinberger
To be appointed
Open
Cheryl Neary
Open
Cyndy Hummel
Ellery Borow
Mary Bateman
Larry Heath
Larry Heath
Ellery Borow
David Nock
Bill Stephens
Cyndy Hummel
Larry Huffman
Christine Conlon
Betsy Oberheim
Andy Brodeur
Open
Open
Alan Holmes
David Nock
Betsy Oberheim
Open
Janice Kowalski
Open
Open
RJ Harris
Open
Ellery Borow
Alan Holmes
Barbara Sky
Open
Heather Shields
Alison Pacut
Steve Weinberger, Chair
Gary Bergtholdt
KC Foster
Mark Kucera
Ken Valko
Pam Bryant, Director
Suzie Milligan, Registrar
Katie Collins, Chair
Matt Charksy
Betsy Oberheim
Barbara Ringhiser
John Speier
Larry Huffman
Bob Livingston

828-612-4469
410-833-7926

ldhuff314 at embarqmail.com
cscrystals2 at gmail.com

516-499-5341

ciervo.neary at gmail.com

919-779-6426
207-547-3154
973-993-3192
603-642-8601
603-642-8601
207-547-3154
203-903-5400
302-540-3453
919-779-6426
828-612-4469
508-631-0443
717-469-2243
413-561-5600

mchummel at mindspring.com
rocknellery at fairpoint.com
mbateman1@verizon.net
heathlg at comcast.net
heathlg at comcast.net
rocknellery at fairpoint.com
davidnock at gmail.com
bstephens at stephensenv.com
mchummel at mindspring.com
ldhuff314 at embarqmail.com
efmls.directory at gmail.com
Aoberheim3 at comcast.net
rockhound1963 at gmail.com

781-447-1174
203-903-5400
717-469-2243

maverick323839 at comcast.net
davidnock at gmail.com
Aoberheim3 at comcast.net

516-319-8883

janicekw at Hotmail.com

717-686-1600

rjharris at rjharris.com

207-547-3154
781-447-1174
636-207-8766

rocknellery at fairpoint.com
maverick323839 at comcast.net
bskysky at aol.com

845-902-8562
410-833-7926
757-876-2666
561-968-5287
914-423-8360
304-436-8032
804-457-4698
607-687-5108
860-659-2026
703-522-7415
717-469-2243
561-588-5458
954-648-1874
828-612-4469
315-446-4505

hmshields at optonline.net
pacutgarnet at gmail.com
cscrystals2 at gmail.com
gbergtholdt at gmail.com
katrinkaper at yahoo.com
mark_j_kucera at yahoo.com
sssoapstone at yahoo.com
pjbryant6 at juno.com
smilligan at stny.it
Kathleen55c at cox.net
matt2430 at comcast.net
Aoberheim3 at comcast.net
bar5678 at aol.com
fantyscp at Hotmail.com
ldhuff at embarqmail.com
gemguy at Verizon.net

EFMLS COMMITTEES AND CHAIRPERSONS

AFMS ENDOWMENT FUND (1)
AFMS SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION (1)
AFMS WAYS AND MEANS (1)
ALL AMERICAN AWARD(1)
AUCTION
AUDIT/REVIEW
BOUNDARIES (1)
BUDGET AND FINANCE
BULLTIN EDITORS ADVISORY (1)
BYLAWS
CHANGE MANAGEMENT & LEADERSHIP CN
CLUB ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR (1)
COMMUNICATIONS
CONSERVATION & LEGISLATION (1)
CONVENTION ADVISORY
CONVENTION SHOW CHAIR
DIRECTORY
EACH ONE TEACH ONE AWARD
EASTERN FIELD ACCESS COUNCIL
EASTERN FIELD TRIP ALIANCE (EFTA)
EASTERN FOUNDATION FUND
HISTORIAN
INSURANCE COORDINATOR (Acting)
JUNIOR ACTIVITIES (1)
LEGAL ADVISORY
LIBRARIAN
LONG RANGE PLANNING
OPERATING PROCEDURES
PARLIAMENTARIAN
PUBLICATIONS
SAFETY (1)
SUPPLIES
UNIFORM RULES (Acting)
WAYS AND MEANS
WEBMASTER
WEB SITE CONTEST
WILDCRES WORKSHOP COMMITTEE

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

(1)

EFMLS Representative to American Federation (AFMS) committee.
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