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On The InsIde
2018 eFMLs/AFMs COnvenTIOn UpdATe

from Cindy Hummel, Convention Chair

Please make the following corrections to the Application for 
Competitive Exhibit and Non-Competitive Exhibit forms 

(available at www.amfed.org).

 “Please bring your own locks....  The Tar Heel Gem & 
Mineral Club has a limited number of cases available on a first 

come, first served basis.”

“Use one form for each exhibit.    “All exhibits may be set up 
from 8 am to 3 pm on Friday, April 6...”

ThIngs TO dO In RALeIgh
by Cindy Hummel, Convention Chair 

 There are numerous attractions for you to see in the Raleigh, NC 
area while you’re visiting the annual EFMLS/AFMS convention.

 In the Oakwood section you can see many historic buildings and 
Victorian homes.  The Capitol Square building was built in 1804 with local 
granite quarried under where Central Prison is presently located. A railroad 
spur was created just for this purpose to bring the stone from the “coun-
try”. Prisoners will not be digging out of this jail!

  Raleigh has two museums across from the Square side by side. The 
Museum of History and the Museum of Natural Sciences are both free of 
charge. Downtown is also full of fancy restaurants of all kinds of food.

 Do remember to make your hotel reservation and to send in your 
registration forms no later than March 1.
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pResIdenT’s MessAge
by Barbara Ringhiser, President

 It’s almost time for the conventions!!  Yes, 
that’s plural because this year we have the Ameri-
can Federation and Eastern Federation conven-
tions at the same time and place.  The last couple 
of years, at least, attendance at the Eastern Fed-
eration convention has been down.  Here are some 
good reasons, I hope, to attend this year’s conven-
tions in Raleigh, North Carolina.  KC Foster, an old 
hand at convention attendance, and I put this list 
together over dinner last night.  No alcohol was involved, although this might 
have been more interesting if it had been.

 Learn about other clubs-- how do other clubs do things?  We’ll have a 
chance this year to not only meet people from The Eastern Federation, but to 
meet people from all over the country since we’re having a joint convention 
with the whole American Federation.

 Visit with friends and make new ones.

 Most conventions are reasonably priced.  It’s a good chance for an inex-
pensive vacation.

 Go collecting in cool new places and learn where other good places are.  I 
know that North Carolina is a place where, certainly, people from Florida flock to.

 See the types of classes and training other clubs offer to their members 
-- jewelry making, lapidary, crafts, etc.

 Visit other club’s shops and see what types of equipment they have.

 See lots of display cases -some are really quirky.  Others are very edu-
cational.  See what’s available to collect in other areas.  I couldn’t believe the 
number of cases that were entered in the American Federation and California 
Convention last year-- over 70.

 Compare types of vendors at the show.  Last year, there were very few 
bead dealers at the California show.  In Florida, there are many bead dealers at 
the gem and mineral shows.  Also, I’ve found that great shows come in all sizes.  
See what types of activities for Juniors and other educational activities are of-
fered and get ideas for your own club’s shows.
 
 See you at the conventions!
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 Yes, this is a great time of year for rockhounds to 
do some serious mushroom 
collecting.  The mushrooms 
being referred to here are 
not those collected by my-
cologists, but those more 
specific to the rock collect-
ing hobby.  We are talking 
here about the mushrooms 
that form on the head and end of our rock splitting 
and gap widening chisels.  Diagram #1 illustrates the 
mushrooms that can grow on our chisels...if we are 
not careful.

 Mushrooms growing on our chisels are indicative 
of several issues:
  • that the chisel is working properly
  • that the chisel may be developing danger-
ous fractures on its struck end
  • tjat tjere ,ay be little bits of sharp metal fly-
ing off from the mushroom forming proceess when 
its head is struck.

 Why do mushrooms form?  A bit of background 
information is needed to explain.  Good rock ham-
mers are expensive.  Rock splitting chisels are much 
less expensive.  It we want a thing to break, we would 
want the cheap chisel to break rather than the ex-
pensive hammer.  Well, engineers would rather not 
have anything break so what they did was to create a 
better rock chisel.  The designed chisels to have two 

different harnesses of the 
metal used in their mak-
ing.  The sharp end of a 
chisel is rather harder than 
the end eing struck by the 
hammer.  See diagram #2.  
The reason for there be-
ing two hardness is simple.  
The metal in the end of the 

chisel being struck by the hammer will absorb some 
of the shock, deform its shape slightly, transfer the 
energy to the rock being split.  If the end of the ham-
mer or chisel was hard, and the hammer was hard, it 

could end up with either the hammer or chisel being 
damaged.  So, as a compromise, chisels are designed 
to “wear out” by mushrooming and thus protecting 
the expensive hammer from damage.

 So, this is the time of year, as we prepare for the 
upcoming collecting season, to collect all the mush-
room-head chisels.  Once collected, we grind down 
the damaged ends re-form them, and recreate new, 
safe, struck surfaces.  So just how does one do that?  
Many home workshops have a metal grinding ma-
chine.  Such machines are rather common in most 
home workshops.  We 
use the grinding wheels 
to reshape the chisel’s 
end by grinding away 
the damaged parts to 
form a new surface.  
Please see Diagram #3.  
Water is ues to cool the 
metal as it is being ground.  Water keeps the metal 
cool so as not to change it metallurgival hardness or 
have it loose it “temper”.  If your workshop does not 
have a grinding machine, there are without doubt, 
members who have such machines and might be 
willing to help.  If not, there are sharpening services 
available which specialize in reforming mushroom 
ende chisels.

 While one is at it, how are the chisels’ business 
ends, the ends which do 
the actual splitting?  Well, 
ow might be a great time 
to do a little judicious re-
shaping there as well.  
Please see Diagram #4.

 Sharp chisels, non-
mushroomed chisels are safer chisels.  “Safer” be-
cause the tool can still be used unsafely - a topic to be 
covered under a future Safety Matters article.  

 We wish you all a good and safe collecting sea-
son.  Please remember that your Safety Matters!

sAFeTy MATTeRs:  MUshROOM COLLeCTIng
by Ellery Borow, AFMS Safety Chair
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WhAT ARe yOU WAITIng FOR?
by Steve Weinberger

 The Eastern Federation is most fortunate to be able to 
sponsor two annual week-long workshops at the fabulous 
Wildacres Retreat in Little Switzerland, North Carolina.  If 
you've not yet attended one of these terrific sessions, 

What are you waiting for?

 Each workshop features a guest speaker (Speaker-
in-Residence) who lives with the group and presents six 
informative talks during the week.  In addition, each ses-
sion features a variety of classes that you take -- jewelry 
fabrication, faceting, wire-wrapping, beading -- to name 
just a few.  A complete list of offerings can be found on the 
following pages and a registration form on page ___.

 For the spring session, May 21-27, we have the viva-
cious and talented Helen Serras-Herman.  Helen will share 
her passion for jewelry fabrication, gemstone carving and 
travel with us.  In fall, Alfredo Petrov, noted mineral dealer 
and collector will be making a return visit.  The mineral "al-
fredopetrovite" was named after him.

 A bit about the Wildacres Workshops and Retreat...
Located just off the Blue Ridge Parkway, about an hour 
north of Asheville, the Wildacres Retreat nestles on top 

of it's own mountain called Pompey's Knob.  The Retreat 
facility consists of two lodges each featuring a series of 
comfortable, semi-private bedrooms with their own bath-
room.  Well equipped classrooms are scattered through-
out the campus, many equipped with specialized equip-
ment such as cabbing and faceting machines, jewelery 
making equipment, etc. 

 Meals are included are served family style in a sepa-
rate dining hall.   All of your expenses, except materials for 
your classes and items you may wish to purchase in the 
canteen or at the annual auction, are included with your 
tuition.  For 2018, tuition is $425.00 per person.

What are YOU waiting for?

 Classes are kept small and are assigned, based on your 
preferences, on a first come-first -filled basis, s we en-
courage you to regester early to ensure your first choice.  
Some classes do fill rapidly, so please indicate 4 choices 
per semester so you won't be disappointed.  

What are YOU waiting for?
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 Keeping with the theme of what our club (Central 
Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral Club) has done to attract 
and keep junior members I would like to tell you about our 
Rock Rewards Program. 

 For many years the club purchased membership in 
The Mineral of the Month Club for any junior member who 
attended six meetings during the calendar year. In 2015 
we had ten members qualify and the negotiated price for 
a MOM membership was $100.00 each. We decided to 
directly buy mineral specimens for the qualifiers instead 
and I wrote an article about each. We gave 15 specimens 
instead of 10 for about $50.00 per junior member.

 During that year a couple of members brought before 
the board that they thought the qualification of meeting 
attendance was unfair because it relied on an adult being 
able and willing to get them to meetings and the junior 
member didn’t really need to do anything. In 2016 we 
started the Rock Rewards Program where those who did 
the minimal would receive the rock specimens and those 
who did more had the opportunity to earn other items.

Here are the requirements for 2018:
 LEVEL ONE: Complete 2 of 6
  1. Attend 3 meetings
  2. Work at least 2 hours at the show
  3. Work at least 2 hours at Rocks4Kids
  4. Go on a field trip
  5. Complete one AFMS badge activity 
  6. Bring your findings from a field trip to a meeting.

 LEVEL TWO: Complete 1 of 6
  1. After a field trip do a short presentation at the 
Junior meeting
  2. Go on 2 field trips (If you use a field trip for level 
1 this would mean 3 trips.)
  3. Complete 2 exercises to fulfill AFMS badge 
requirements
  4. Complete the CPRMC badge program (If you 
did this in 2016 or 17 you may not use it for 2018)
  5. Attend 5 club meetings
  6. Do a showcase at the show

 LEVEL THREE: Complete 1 of 5
  1. Write a poem, short article or do a drawing for 
the newsletter (It could be about a field trip experience, 
your favorite specimen, your favorite mineral or anything 

JUnIOR ACTIvITIes
by Bev Eisenacher for Betsy Oberheim

hobby related)
 2. After a field trip do a 
short presentation at the gen-
eral meeting
 3. Attend 7 club meetings
 4. Go on 3 field trips.
 5. Complete 4 exercises 
to fulfill AFMS badge require-
ments

 LEVEL FOUR: Not required. Counts as 2 level 3 activities:
 An activity of “advanced” quality. (I can’t be specific 
here but examples that would fulfill this from 2016 was 
Isabella Brandon being a presenter at lapidary night and 
(2017) doing a presentation at Rocks4Kids and Trent sub-
stituting for Betsy as the Junior Program Leader. This 
could also be something done in the community to further 
the hobby.)
 
 Some of the extras that can be earned are: hard hat, 
safety vest, gold pan, sieve/screen box, rock chisel, “black 
light” flashlight, rock hammer and long wave “black” light. 
The more expensive the item the more required to earn it.
         
 Since initiating this program junior attendance at field 
trips has increased and we   have had articles and drawings 
submitted to the newsletter.  Some of the articles have 
won awards in the EFMLS and AFMS BEAC compitition. 

 Of course this would need to be modified to meet your 
clubs activities. If you would like to see this year’s booklet 
(sent to parent/sponsor of every junior member ) let me 
know and I will have it e-mailed to you. It includes what ac-
tivities are needed to win what extras and has a section for 
the member to keep track of the activities they have done. 
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eFMLs sLATe OF CAndIdATes
from Katie Collins, Nominating Chair

 Given such a short time to assemble a slate of can-
didates for the April convention in Raleigh, NC has been 
quite a task...and we're still in the process of getting the 
final "yes" permission for a couple of spots.

 Here's what we have thus far:

President - David Nock.  
 Currently our 1st Vice President, David is active in 
several Connecticut clubs.

1st Vice President - Ellery Borow
 President of the Water-Oak club and member of 
many other clubs in the New England area, Ellery went 
"through the chairs" for EFMLS becoming President in 
2008.  He's served on the Bylaws Committee, and been 
Region I Vice President as well.

2nd Vice President - Carl Miller
 Currently president of the Richmond Gem & Mineral 
Society, Carl also went "through the chairs" and became 
EFMLS President in 2005. For a time he also served on 
the Bylaws Committee and Wildacres Committee.

Secretary - Bev Eisenacher
 Bev has been secretary now for 2 terms and is willing 
to continue for a third.  She's active in the Central Penn-
sylvania Rock & Mineral Club where she's served as their 
long-time award winning editor.

Assistant Treasurer - Walter Priest
 Elected last year to fill the remaining year of the term 
of Assistant Treasurer, Walter is willing to serve a full 2 
year term.  Walter is a  member of the Gem & Mineral So-
ciety of the Virginia Peninsula.

Nominating Committee - John Speier
 A member of the Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm 
Beaches, John is an active member of the club.

 A second nominee for the committee will be an-
nounced at the convention.

 The Editor and Treasurer each have one more year 
left on their terms.

 Additional nominations for any of the above offices 
may be made at the annual meeting provided that the 
proposed candidate has approved placing their name in 
nomination.

A pAT On The BACk
by Betsy Oberheim, EOTO Chair

 When someone does something nice, a common reac-
tion is to give them a pat 
on the back.  But some-
times just a pat doesn’t 
say enough!  And when 
someone does some-
thing special for a club, 
you just want to give 
them something really 
extra.  Especially when 
they did it because they 
wanted to,  not for the 
attention, but because 

they sincerely want to make a difference, educate people 
to our hobby, or just love to teach others about rocks.  

 You have people like that in your club, and we want to 
know about them. You have until March 10 to let me know 
who, how, and what!!  The Each One Teach One award is a 
wonderful way to give a club member a lasting thank you 
and an impressive pat on the back!!  

 Please email me (Aoberheim3@comcast.net)  your 
club, your name, their name, and a little about what they 
do that is so special.
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pOssIBILITIes
by Ellery Borow, ACROY Chair

 A brand new year, it gives 
one pause to consider new 
things -- to recognize new 
opportunities and new possi-
bilities.  And that is where the 
AFMS Club Rockhound of the 
Year program (ACROY) comes in.  The  program isn't 
a contest, but rather a way for you to recognize out-
standing members of your club by naming them your 
club Rockhound of the Year.

 This new year offcers new possibilities to look 
with fresh eyes at your members with regard to se-
lecting one who exemplifies what is worthy, what is 
right, what is best, in your club.

 Some clubs select their most amiable new-mem-
ber greeter as their ACROY honoree, some clubs their 
most accurate recent past treasurer for a job well 
done.  Some clubs honor their funniest program pre-
senter while some their most thoughful or outstand-
ing field trip leader.  Still others recognize and honor 
their mosst creative shop instructor.  You select the 
criteria and you select your honoree.

 All that is your job --- plus a few more small bits.  

 After you make your selection, prepare a 100 word 
(or less) write-up in which you tell (or brag about)  the 
accomplishments of your honoree and send it, along 
with your honorees name and the name of your club 
and your own name to me.  Sorry, I don't have e-mail 
up here in the wilds of Maine, but the US mail does 
land in my post office box most days (PO Box 47; Wa-
terville, ME 04903-0047).

 You may submit the name of one adult (or couple) 
each calendar year, plus one junior member.  

 The new year affords possibilities for recognizing 
one of your own as your club's Rockhound of the Year.  
Please don't miss out on this possibility for 2018.

eAsTeRn FOUndATIOn FUnd neWs

 The Eastern Foundation Fund (EFF) was estab-
lished as an endowment to provide funds which will 
assure a sound financial basis to present and future 
operation of the Eastern Federation.  Interest from 
the EFF is used (when approved by the EFMLS Execu-
tive Board) to supplement the operating expenses of 
the Federation to cover all or part of the expense of 
special projects.  

 All contributions, whether by individuals or clubs 
of $15 or more, receive written acknowlegement.  
Donations are tax deductable as the EFMLS is a 
501(C)(3) organization.  

 Michael Kessler has been guiding the EFF for sev-
eral years and now that he's the Region III Vice Presi-
dent, has stepped down as EFF chair.  Thank you Mi-
chael for your excellent stewardship.

 All contributions to the Eastern Foundation Fund 
should now be mailed to the new chair:

James Bold
827 W Broad St; Bethlehem, PA 01018

<developer92@live.com>

 Checks should be made payable to "Eastern Founda-
tion Fund".

 Like the AFMS Scholarship Foundation, each club 
receives credit which is cumulative for each dollar per 
member contributed.  Thus, if your club has 35 members 
and you contribute $35, your club would be credited as a 
100% giving club.  Percentages never disappear so if your 
35 member club has contribute $350 over the past ten 
years, you would be shown as a 1,000% percentage club.

 We look forward to your club's contributions.
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 The EFMLS convention is almost here.  
Doesn’t seem possible because it feels like it just 

happened a few days 
ago.  We hope that you 
will make arrangements 
to attend.  There is much 
to see and do in the Ra-
leigh-Durham area of 
North Carolina.  
 
 See the EFMLS News-
letter articles on the con-
vention and/or go on line 

to get the details.  A plus for attending is that you 
will be able to interact with editors from all over 
the country at the Editors’ Breakfast.  Along with 
the EFMLS regional awards, AFMS will be giving 
out their awards for the national winners.  If you 
submitted your newsletter, or any part thereof, 
who knows, you may hear, “come on down and 
get your award!”

 I have recently received e-mails from editors 
that have been doing their newsletters for eons, 
but are not on the list of Decade Club members.  I 
have reached out to them and, hopefully, we will 
be announcing their addition to the Club at the 
convention.  If you have been doing your newslet-
ter for more than ten (10) years, you are eligible 

for membership into this exclusive club.  Please 
e-mail (use Decade Club in the reference line), 
call or write me before March 30 so you can be in-
cluded in this year’s list of new members (mbate-
man1@verizon.com or 973-993-3192 or 52 Harri-
son Street, Morristown, NJ 07960).  If you are not 
already on the list and don’t let us know you have 
been editing you club newsletter fore ten years or 
more, we don’t have any way of knowing that you 
should be a member of the Decade Club.  So, let 
us know.

 Have you started your file(s) for your entries 
for the 2018 bulletins?  When you don’t and do it 
all at the last minute, it becomes a chore.  How-
ever, when you do it as you go along, the process 
goes much easier AND faster.  When it is time to 
submit your entries, although you may have to do 
some last minute deleting or moving around, you 
have your best ready to go and need only fill out 
the entry forms for the categories they go in and 
submit them.

edITOR's CORneR
by Mary Bateman, BEAC Chair

2018 dIReCTORy OF MeMBeR CLUBs
from Carolyn Weinberger

 The deadline for submitting your 
club renewal check and information 
forms for 2018 is Thursday, March 
1.  After that date, clubs not yet 
renewed that still wish to remain 
EFMLS members will also need to 
remit a $10 additional fee with their 
dues check and information form.

 I plan on taking the 2018 Directory to the printer 
about March 4th or 5th and then mailing it out as soon as 
it's returned to me.  Keep your eye out for a large manilla 
envelope, then check out the listing for your club to en-
sure accuracy of the information.  

 If you find an error, please e-mail your correction to 
cscrystals2@gmail.com



Wildacres spring classes – May 21 – 27, 2018  – speaker-in-residence:  Helen serras-HerMan

Class & Instructor Description

Beaded Bezel
      Mia Schulman

Instead of using metal to set your cabochons, we will set them by using rows of small beads.  
The end result is a striking piece of jewelry suitable for any occasion. 2-day class offered first 
semester and no prior experience necessary.

Knitted Wire & Bead Bracelet
     Mia Schulman

Don’t worry; you don’t have to know how to knit. These bracelets are stunning and peo-
ple are always surprised when told they are knitted. 2-day class offered second semester. 
No prior experience necessary.

Cabochons – Basic
     Bernie Emery

Learn to transform a piece of rock into a shiny, well-formed cabochon.  You will learn 
the use of the trim saw as well as basics of grinding, sanding and polishing.  Slabs are 
provided or students September use their own with approval of the instructor.  Please 
bring an apron and safety glasses.  2-day class offered first semester.  No prior experi-
ence necessary.

Cabochons - Intermediate
     Bernie Emery

Learn to cut different shapes and the techniques needed to do so.  Slabs are provided or stu-
dents may use their own with approval of the instructor.  Please bring an apron and safety glass-
es.  Prerequisite:  Students must have prior experience with cabbing and use of the trim saw.  
2-day class offered second semester.

Cold Connections I
     Morning Sherrod

This class will start with basic skills such as the proper use of a jeweler’s saw, hammering, pat-
terns, doming with dapping blocks using a die cuter, and how to anneal metal.  We will be using 
copper, brass, bronze, and silver to add color and character to your jewelry.  Connections will be 
accomplished using rivets, jump rings, and wire.  We will also learn about patinas and etching.  
After the mandatory projects are finished, you will be challenged to use your imagination to 
construct projects of your own under my supervision.  This will be a fun class with finished pieces 
to take home.  It will also provide a framework for more advanced projects.  All materials and 
use of my tools for projects are included in class fees.  I will have materials and kits for purchase 
if you want to purchase to take home.  If you are not a beginner, I will have more advanced proj-
ects available.  Please be patient and considerate of your fellow students as everyone may be at 
a different skill level. No prerequisites necessary.  2-day class, first semester.

Cold Connections II
     Morning Sherrod

I am excited you are joining me in an advanced metal working class.  We will be etching, 
texturizing, setting cabs, and using prongs, tabs and sandwiching techniques.  Also we 
will be sweat soldering metals together.  I will first go over the techniques you will need 
for the projects, and demonstrate as needed.  You will be challenged to create your own 
work.  I’m there to assist you with your project. Everyone will be on different projects. 
Beginners are welcome!!! I will work with you to get you up and hammering.  This is a laid 
back class.  I want you to have fun and enjoy what you are doing. You may bring your own 
cabochons to work with if you want.   I will have extra tools, cabs, metals, kits for you to 
purchase to take home if you want.  Looking forward to meeting you and having a fun 
filled two days. Prerequisites.  2-day class, 2nd semester.

Electro-Etching - Beginner
     Micah Kirby

Class will learn a design driven approach to Electro-Etching, gain knowledge using mul-
tiple masking techniques, oil based marker, and vinyl resists on copper or bronze.  Using 
a non-caustic and non-gas producing electrolyte solutions with a low voltage power sup-
ply source to initiate etching.  Class will produce two pendants and a pair of earrings .  
Finish with tumbling.  2-day class offered 1st semester.  No experience needed.

Electro-Etching -
      Intermediate
          Micah Kirby

Class will learn a design driven approach to Electro-Etching, gain knowledge using mul-
tiple masking techniques, P-n-P, and photosensitive paper as resists on copper, bronze 
and adding a second non-caustic solution for silver.  Class will produce a pendant, cuff 
form and finish with tumbling.  2-day class offered 2nd semester.



Class & Instructor Description

Faceting
     Steve Weinberger

Students will learn to cut and polish a 57-facet round brilliant gemstone. In addition, they 
will learn how to identify well-cut stones, select rough material and see whether or not 
they enjoy this fascinating aspect of the hobby. Students are asked to bring an Optivisor 
(#7 or #9) and an apron. 4-day class. No prior experience necessary.

Loop & Loop Chains - 
     Beginner
          Chuck Bruce

Students will learn the ancient technique of fusing fine silver jump rings and linking them 
together into a chain. We will explore 2 different patterns - Roman Fold-over and Single 
Fold-over (Foxtail) and students should be able finish a bracelet and pair of earrings in 
each. (These ancient beautiful designs are quite different from chain maille). No prior 
experience is needed. 2-day class offered 1st semester

Loop & Loop Chains - 
     Advanced
          Chuck Bruce

Students will learn the ancient technique of fusing fine silver jump rings and linking them 
together into a chain. We will explore 2 different patterns - Double Fold-over (Foxtail) 
and Sailor’s Knot; students should be able to finish a bracelet and pair of earrings in each. 
(These ancient beautiful designs are quite different from chain maille). No prior experi-
ence is needed, but Semester 1 helpful. 2-day class offered 2nd semester.

Silversmithing - Basic
     Richard Meszler

Have fun learning the basics of working silver sheet and wire to fabricate jewelry. The 
projects will introduce you to annealing/bending/shaping/texturing metal, soldering, 
piercing and polishing. Students will receive a kit containing the necessary metals and 
supplies to complete these projects as well as a detailed written step by step description 
of each project. 2-day class offered 1st semester. No prior experience necessary.

Silversmithing - Intermediate
     Richard Meszler

Continue your education working with metals by doing a more complex project. You will 
learn to make a bezelsetting & bail into which you will set a cabochon to make a pendant. 
Students will receive a kit containing the necessary metals and supplies to complete this 
project as well as a detailed written step by step description of each project. Prerequisite: 
Basic silversmithing experience including soldering. 2-day class offered 2nd semester.

Viking Knit
     Val Johnson

You will learn a technique used nearly 1300 years ago by ancient people to weave a silver 
rope. Viking knit is also called trichinopoly chain and was used to make bracelets, trim on 
clothing and many other decorative objects. Once you learn the skill it is very easy and 
uses few tools and supplies to create stunning chains. Student will complete a bracelet in 
single stitch. 2 day class offered 1st semester.

Wirewrapping - Basic
     Val Johnson

Students will learn how to work with various tools to create sterling silver wire wrapped jew-
elry. You will become familiar with the techniques needed to bend and twist wire to make 
earrings and a pendant. 2 day class offered 2nd semester. No prior experience necessary.

2018 Wildacres spring classes - continued



Class & InstruCtor DesCrIptIon

Chasing & Repousse
     Morning Sherrod

This is a four day class in which students will learn the ancient art of moving metal into a three dimensional 
shape.  This is accomplished using a set of tools called chasing liners and repousse punches. Planishing tools 
for smoothing and texture punches for pattern background finish off the process.  All this is performed on a 
bowl of warm German red pitch.  Lab fees include the use of all tools and materials.  We will learn on copper.  
As you become more confident in your skills you may purchase silver sheet form the instructor or bring your 
own.  22 gage, 24 gage if fine for sheet metal.  No experience needed.

Electro-Etching I
     Micha Kirby

Class will learn a design driven approach to Electro-Etching, gain knowledge using multiple masking tech-
niques, oil based marker, and vinyl resists on copper or bronze.  Using a non-caustic and non-gas producing 
electrolyte solutions with a low voltage power supply source to initiate etching.  Class will produce two pen-
dants and a pair of earrings .  Finish with tumbling.  2-day class offered 1st semester.  No experience needed.

Electro-Etching II
     Micha Kirby

Class will learn a design driven approach to Electro-Etching, gain knowledge using multiple masking tech-
niques, P-n-P, and photosensitive paper as resists on copper, bronze and adding a second non-caustic solution 
for silver.  Class will produce a pendant, cuff form and finish with tumbling.  2-day class offered 2nd semester.  

Geology I
     Rob Robinson

A basic introduction to rocks and minerals and the study of the earth. The class will include a discussion and 
class activity about how geologists interpret rocks to tell geologic history related to their formation, deforma-
tion and sequence and timing of events. Weather permitting there will be a field trip to local rock exposures to 
illustrate local rock types, the deformation types, and how a geologist maps and interprets structures (limited 
walking is required.) Please bring a loupe or other magnification, hiking boots or sturdy shoes and outdoor 
clothes for the half-day field trips. Geologic hammer and safety glasses are also desirable. (Do not bring a nail 
hammer – they are unsafe to hit rocks.) 2-day class offered first semester. No experience needed.

Geology II
     Rob Robinson

An overview of plate techtonics, geologic history and the geology of the Blue Ridge region and its miner-
als. We will discuss the geologic environments hosting mineral and gem collecting sites. Come prepared 
to identify some of your collecting localities to be part of this exercise. Weather permitting there will be a 
field trip to the Blue Ridge Museum showing local rocks and geologic history and another to see local geol-
ogy. (A one-mile walk over gentle trails is required for the geology trip.) Some knowledge of basic geology 
preferred. Please refer to Geology I for suggested tools,. Clothing and magnification. 2-day class offered 
second semester.

Loop-N-Loop – Basic
     Chuck Bruce

Students will learn the ancient technique of fusing fine silver jump rings and linking them together into a 
chain. We will explore 2 different patterns - Roman Fold-over and Single Fold-over (Foxtail) and students 
should be able finish a bracelet and pair of earrings in each. (These ancient beautiful designs are quite differ-
ent from chain maille). No prior experience is needed. 2-day class offered 1st semester

Loop-N-Loop – Advanced
     Chuck Bruce

Students will learn the ancient technique of fusing fine silver jump rings and linking them together into a 
chain. We will explore 2 different patterns - Double Fold-over (Foxtail) and Sailor’s Knot; students should be 
able to finish a bracelet and pair of earrings in each. (These ancient beautiful designs are quite different from 
chain maille). No prior experience is needed, but Semester 1 helpful. 2-day class offered 2nd semester.

Silversmithing – Basic
     Richard Meszler

Have fun learning the basics of working silver sheet and wire to fabricate jewelry. The projects will introduce 
you to annealing/bending/shaping/texturing metal, soldering, piercing and polishing. Students will receive a 
kit containing the necessary metals and supplies to complete these projects as well as a detailed written step 
by step description of each project. 2-day class offered 1st semester. No prior experience necessary.

Silversmithing – Intermediate 
     Richard Meszler

Continue your education working with metals by doing a more complex project. You will learn to make a bezel 
setting & bail into which you will set a cabochon to make a pendant. Students will receive a kit containing the 
necessary metals and supplies to complete this project as well as a detailed written step by step description of 
each project. Prerequisite: Basic silversmithing experience including soldering.

Wire Wrapping –
     Jacqueline Campbell

          Session I

          Session II

Using pliers, gold-filled or sterling silver wire, assorted beads or gemstones, and a few basic wirecraft tech-
niques, learn how to create your own fashion rings, bracelets, pendants and earrings to add that perfect ac-
cent to your jewelry wardrobe or to give as gifts. All tools and materials will be provided.
Session I: Designed for beginners, participants will make an adjustable ring, two bracelets, a pendant and two 
pairs of earrings. 2-day class offered first semester.
Session II: Designed for those with some experience (or a brave beginner) participants will make a fitted ring, 
two pairs of earrings, a cabochon pendant and a bracelet. 2-day class offered second semester.

WIlDaCres Fall  Classes – september 3 - 9 , 2018.  
 speaker-In-resIDenCe:  alFreDo petrov



2018 EFMLS Wildacres Registration
PLEASE, ONLY one person per form per session

CHECK ONE:    May 21 - 27:__________     Fall:   September 4 - 10:__________                                 
       Please fill out a separate registration form for each person attending and return to SUZIE MILLIGAN, 
931 Carmichael Rd; Owego, NY 13827-3320.   No registration will be accepted prior to January 1, 2018.  (To 
make it easier for the registrar and others, please do not change or revise this form.  You September photo-
copy it as needed.)  Please write legibly!

Name (as you wish it to appear on your name badge):__________________________________

 Street:___________________________________City:_____________________State:_________Zip:___________

 Telephone number with area code: _________________________ e-mail:_________________________________
 
 Club/Society Affiliation:_______________________________________________________________________

 Fee for each session is $425.00 per person.  Deposit is $215 per person, payable with registration.  
 Make checks payable to “EFMLS”.  Balance of fee is due 30 days prior to start of session.   
 No postdated checks will be accepted.

Cancellation policy:  If unable to attend, fees paid will be refunded if notification is given prior to one month before 
the session begins.  No refund will be made after that date.

Circle appropriate responses:
 Have you been to Wildacres before?  Yes_____  No_____ Is your Club paying your tuition?   Yes_____ No_____

 Name of roommate:__________________________________________ (If none, one will be assigned).
  
 Are you:  Male_____ Female _____  (No single rooms are available).      Are you a smoker?   Yes____   No____
                        (No smoking is allowed in any building)
 
 Do you have any physical handicaps and / or special dietary needs?   Yes______  No______   
  If YES, please explain on reverse side.

 
Class Pre-registration
 See EFMLS Newsletter or Website (efmls-wildacres.org/ ) for class offerings.
 You will either be able to take one 4-day class or two 2-day classes.  All participants must take classes.
 
 Which of the classes being offered would you like to take? Please indicate at least 3 choices in order of preference for 
each semester. You will be preregistered for classes based on your choices, but no class placement is guaranteed.  Should 
your preferred class be unavailable for any reason you will be preregistered for another of your choices. If no alternate class 
preference is indicated we will pre-register you in a class of our choosing, based on availability. 

 1st Semester or 4 day classe choices     Second Semester
 1____________________________________        1_____________________________________ 
 2____________________________________    2_____________________________________
 3____________________________________   3______________________________________     
 4____________________________________   4______________________________________

(No registrations accepted prior to January 1, 2018)
 Mail to:  Suzie Milligan, 931 Carmichael Rd; Owego, NY 13827-3320

If you have any questions, please contact either 
 Suzie Milligan, Registrar at <smilligan@stny.rr.com> or 607-687-5108  or 
 Pamm Bryant, Director at <pjbryant6@juno.com>  or 804-457-4698  

For Office Use Only

ID #_______________

Date Rec'd"____________

Amt. Paid:__________

Ck #: ______________ 

Amt. Paid:_____________

Ck #:_________________

Paid in Full:_____________
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AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Carolyn Weinberger - (See page 2)

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2 at gmail.com>

AFMS Uniform Rules
 B,. Jay Bowman
 <bjb at wildblue.net>
 

AFMS Ways & Means *  
 To be appointed

 
All American Award *
 To be appointed

Auction 
 Cheryl Neary  
 <ciervo.neary at gmail.com> 

Audit/Review
 Donald Pitkin
 <pitkind at earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
 Carl Miller 
 <kobold1 at erols.com>

Budget & Finance
 David Nock   (see page 2)

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman1 at verizon.net>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com> 

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154

Conservation & Legislation *
 Scott Peters
 <slipgapdms at aol.com>

Convention Advisory
 Cheryl Neary
 <ciervo.neary at gmail.com> 

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger -  (see Editor)

Each One Teach One
 Betsy Oberheim
 <Aoberheim3 at comcast.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 James Bold
 <developer92@live.com>

Historian
 Andy Celmer
 <abcpec at comcast.net>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller   (see Boundaries)

Junior Activities *
 Betsy Oberheim 
 <Aoberheim3 at comcast.net>
 
 
Operating Procedures 
 Steve Weinberger   (see Bylaws)

Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger (see Bylaws)

Safety * 
 Ellery Borow - (see Club Rockhound)

Show Coordinator
 Carolyn Weinberger (see page 2)

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Janice Kowalski
 <janicekw at hotmail.com>

Supplies
 K.C. Foster
 <katrinkaper at yahoo.com>

Uniform Rules
 Barbara Sky
  <bskysky at aol.com
 
 
Ways & Means (EFMLS) 
 Cheryl Neary (see Auction)

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
 <lapidry  at aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
 Steve Weinberger, Chair 
 <cscrystals2@gmail.com>

 K.C. Foster
 <katrinkaper at yahoo.com>
 
 Bonnie Hird
 <bmwitt at citynet.net>
  

 Richard Meszler
 <rmeszler at comcast.net>

 John Milligan
 <jmilligan at stny.rr.com>

 Cheryl Neary
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

 
 Ken Valko
 23 Rogers St; Welch, WV 24801
 304-436-8032  
 <sssoapstone at yahoo.com >

 

Wildacres Continued:
 Director
 Pamm Bryant
  <pjbryant6 at juno.com>
    
 Registrar
 Suzie Milligan <smilligan at stny.rr.com> 
 

Nominating (Elected committee)
 Katie Collins, Chair
  <Kathleenc55 at cox.net> 

 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman500 at gmail.com>

 Matt Charsky
 <matt2430 at comast.net>

 Dave Korzendorfer
 <dkorzend27 at comcast.net>
 

  Debbie Potter
 <beebalm28 at gmail.com>

 Michelle Renné
	 <tfhae2	at	gmail.com>

  

EFMLS CoMMittEE ChairS

rEgionaL  ViCE PrESidEntS

Region I
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154
 

Region II
 Cheryl Neary
 <ciervo.neary at  gmail.com>

Region III
 Michael Kessler
 <quartz1313 at  gmail.com> 

Region IV
 Matt Charsky (Advisor)
 <matt2430 at  comcast.net>

Region V
 Susie Lamb  
 <lambcheryl at  hotmail.com>

Region VI
	 Larry	Huffman
	 <ldhuff314	at		embarqmail.com>
 

Region VII
 Claudia Barton
 <bartonclaudia65 at gmail.com>

 
Region VIII
 Michelle Renné
	 <tfhae2	at	gmail.com>

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee



CommuniCation and involvement are the Keys to our suCCess!eFmls news --marCh, 201814

EFMLS NEwS
 Carolyn Weinberger, editor

 Po box 302

Visit the eFMls Website

<WWW.aMFed.org/eFMls>

ViSit A Show
from Carolyn Weinberger

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #189

Owings Mills, MD 
21117

If you are an EFMLS member club and would like to have your show 
or swap listed here, send information to Carolyn Weinberger, 
EFMLS Editor at PO Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302 or e-
mail at <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>.

March:
 3 – 4:  55th annual Earth Science Gem & Mineral Show spon-
sored by the Delaware Mineralogical Society.  University of Del-
aware – Wilmington Campus, Arsht Conference Center; 2800 
Pennsylvania Ave (Rt 52), Wilmington, DE 19806.  Info:  www.
delminsociety.net

 3   4:  47th Annual Show & Sale sponsored by the Lapidary & 
Mineral Society of Central, CT.  Maloney High School, 121 Gravel 
St; Meriden, CT.Info:  MeridenMineralClub@gmail.com

 24-25:  49th  Annual Gem and Mineral Show sponsored by 
the Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club.  Wysox Vol. Fire Co Social 
Hall, 111 Lake Rd; Wysox, PA.  Info:  www.chehannarocks.com

 24-25:  2018 Mineral Treasures and Fossil Fair sponsored 
by the Philadelphia Mineral Society & Delaware Valley Pale-
ontological Society.  LuLu Temple,  5140 Butler Pike, Plymouth 
Meeting, PA (PA Turnpike exit 333, or I-476, exit 20).  Info:  www.
phillyrocks.org or cleibold@verizon.net

April:
 7 – 8:  45th Annual Mineral, Gem, Jewelry & Fossil show spon-
sored by the New Haven Mineral Club.  Amity Regional Middle 
School, 1—Ohman Ave; Orange, CT.  Info:  www.newhavenmin-
eralclub.org

 7 – 8:  Tar Heel Mineral Club annual show and EFMLS/AFMS 
Convention.  Info:  www.amfedd.org/show2018.htm

 14:  14th Annual Earl & Malvina Packared Rock, Gem & Min-
eral Show sponsored by the Southeastern New Hampshire Min-
eral Club.  Dover Veterans Community Center, 156 Back River Rd, 
Dover, NH.  Info:  Brian: 207-710-6254 or cshore108@yahoo.com

 14-15:  20th Annual North Jersey Gem, Mineral & Fossil 
Show sponsored by the No. Jersey Mineralogical Society.  Mid-
land Park High School, 250 Prospect St; Midland Park, NJ.  

 14-15:  35th Annual Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show sponsored 
by the Maine Mineralogical & Geological Society.  St. Joseph’s 
College, 278 Whites Bridge Rd; Standish, ME.  Info:  www.main-
emineralclub.org

May:
 19:   29th Annual Chesapeake Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show 
hosted by the Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society.  Ruhl Armory, 
York Rd just south of I-695.  Info:  chesapeakegem@gmail.com

June:
 2 – 3:  Gemfest 2018 (25th Annual Mineral, Gem, Jewelry and 
Fossil Show) sponsored by the Wayne County Gem & Mineral 
Club.  Greater Canandaigua Civic Center, 250 N Bloomfield Rd, 
Canandaigua, NY.  Info:  fredmhaynes55@gmail.com or www.
wcgmc.org

July:
 28-29:  39th Annual Champlain Valley Gem, Mineral & Fossil 
Show sponsored by the Burlington Gem & Mineral Club.  Tuttle 
Middle School, 500 Dorset St; So. Burlington, VT.  Info:  www.
burlingtongemandmineralclub.org/show.html


