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Annual Auction- (it is right around the corner!)

by Cheryl Neary, Auction Chair

Well October has rolled in quite suddenly for me! As always, please
consider donating the Annual Auction to be held
on Saturday, October 21st at 2:30 in one of the
side rooms of the Convention show.
Yep, there I go begging again! Please send
donations for the auction. The donations can be
anything related to our hobby – books, lapidary
equipment, tools, lapidary material, specimens –
rocks, mineral, fossils ( and I do not mean some of your club members!,
beads and jewelry.
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The last several years both Matt Charsky, former AFMS president
and Larry Huffman, Regional VP, have been our auctioneers. This year
they have agreed to continue to entertain us as they successfully attempt to bid up the item! So this year, as in the past, the auction will be
quite successful!
We all know, that for our auctioneers to do their job, they need items
to auction! Please consider donating items. Please email what you will
be donating at the convention at ciervo.neary at gmail.com or call or
text me at 516.449.5341. If more convenient for you, please contact your
Regional VP to make arrangements.
If you are planning on attending the convention please provide me
with the items at the Annual Meeting held Friday evening. Perhaps you
do not have any items to donate - then ask your club if they would be
willing to donate items or you can perhaps ear- mark monetary funds to
the auction.
All proceeds fund the principal of the Eastern Foundation Fund. The
interest generated from the fund is used to support a variety of EFMLS
special programs, which you and your fellow club members benefit from!
Thank you in advance. Hope to see you in Bristol, with some donations!
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Notes From the President

by Dave Korzendorfer, President

Fall is Here!
It is that time of the year where we turn our attention from summer to fall and all of the upcoming
events and activities that fall brings. Fall can be a
particularly wonderful season here in the northeast,
with cooler temperatures, lower humidity, and the
changing of the fall colors. Fall can also be a nice time of the year as we recover
from vacations and other events of the summer.
In June, I attended the AFMS Annual Meeting and convention in Ventura, CA. The
convention was an opportunity for me catch up with some old acquaintances, meet
new friends, and talk about clubs and collecting. What impressed me most about the
show in Ventura was that they had more than 70 competitive exhibit cases running
the range from simple to complex. Exhibits by both adults and juniors showed off a
wide variety of mineral and lapidary topics. I hope we can see more exhibit cases at
our shows. They are a great platform for what is appealing about the hobby and can
lead to more interest by the public and growth in club membership.
I hope that many of you reading this Newsletter are planning on coming to
our own Annual Meeting and Convention in Bristol, CT in October. We were recently able to add Bob Jones as a speaker at the show on Sunday morning. Bob
will be speaking about the Bristol Copper Mine, which operated in Bristol in
the 1800’s, and produced exceptionally fine chalcocite crystals that are worldrenowned for their brilliant luster and sharp crystal edges.
As we have been getting ready for the upcoming Annual Meeting and Convention, I’ve been giving more thought to what the organization provides to
member clubs, and how much we all rely on the many volunteers that make the
organization run smoothly. Through the EFMLS News we all see requests and
deadlines for various awards and those requests may seem to be the primary focus of the organization. But behind the requests for nominations from various
committee chairs, is an underlying source of assistance for clubs. For example, in
the last issue of the EFMLS News, Mary Bateman asked for nominations of bulletins and articles for BEAC (Bulletin Editors Advisory Committee) by November.
What we lose sight of is that the BEAC is there to provide help and ideas that
bulletin editors can use to write their club bulletins. The nominations and awards
are merely the culmination of a process designed to provide more help to club
editors (in the case of BEAC) or for other functions by other committee chairs.
At the same time that I think about the EFMLS “product,” I have to think of
the help I’ve gotten from everyone else at EFMLS over the past year. I would not
have been able to do my job without the constant help and support from Carolyn
and Steve Weinberger, but there are also many other members of EFMLS who
serve as committee chairs, Regional VPs, and other roles that keep the organization running. None of the volunteers are paid for their time, and many donate
their expenses as well as time in exchange for the satisfaction of helping the organization. When you see some of these volunteers at a show or a function, give
them a word of thanks for what they do and the time they spend to help us all.

Communication and Involvement Are the Keys to Our Success!

Safety Matters – Kid Safety

by Ellery Borow, AFMS Safety Chair

Kid safety? Isn’t kid safety the same as adult
safety? Well, yes it is, more or less, and that is the
crux of the matter –– the “less” part that is. Kids
are generally less –– less experienced in matters of
safety, less tall, less heavy, have smaller hands and
overall, have smaller proportions than adults.

finding a safety shoe that fits. As fast as kids grow, it
will be quite a trick to keep kids in proper safety footwear. The best one can mostly hope for is just providing good sturdy work boots. Oh, there are steel and
safety toe sneakers, so there may be some suitable
offerings there as well.

There are thus, some safety considerations when
it comes to kid safety. Namely:
1. Some safety goggles are made of hard plastic or
rubber. They do not easily conform to the smaller faces
on kids. Solution: try using softer vinyl framed goggles
which are flexible enough to properly fit kid faces. Goggles with elastic head bands can easily be adjusted to
fit kids. If one is using safety glasses with side shields
make sure the temples are sized to fit kids. One would
find it uncomfortable to have safety glasses keep sliding
down the nose every time one looked downward - and
let’s face it, looking downward is a large part of rock,
mineral and fossil collecting.

4. Kid appropriate tools? Sure, kids love to hammer
on things. Can one find kid appropriate rock collecting
tools? Solution: I have found none specifically made for
kids, but what I have seen are what I call “travel tools”,
tools that are smaller -- less heavy rock picks, crack
hammers, and chisels. Why does a kid need smaller
tools? Well, smaller tools are more easily controlled in
kid’s smaller, less strong, and less coordinated hands.
Mind that any use of tools should be suitably adult supervised. Along with tool use safety and first-aid kits
should have kid-sized bandages packed in with all the
adult-size bandages.

2. Heavy duty work gloves in either
large, or sometimes medium size are easily found in most stores. Heavy duty kid
work gloves are not so easily found. Solution: try looking for ladies small-size heavy
duty gloves. Sometimes the more well
stocked suppliers will have smaller, heavy
duty gloves.
3. Hard hats for kids? Sometimes I have
seen the play hard hats, but never have I send downscale hard hats that meet all the various ANSI or OSHA
specifications. Solution: check out the adjustability of
the head band and suspension system. Some are more
adjustable than others. Seek one that can be adjusted
to fit smaller heads. The benefit is that a good hard hat
can be adjusted to fit as the child grows.
4. Steel toe work shoes in smaller sizes? There
again, in some specialty work clothes establishments
one can find safety toe work boots that fit smaller ladysize feet. The problem there is often finding the correct
width, but with a little luck one might be successful in
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We like protecting our kids from harm.
Large, dangerous working mines, quarries,
pits and other hazardous commercial operations often limit kid entry. Insurance and liability requirements in operating facilities often dictate that no one under 18 is permitted
on site.. Thus, kid specific safety gear is often
not needed because kids are often not permitted inside. Common sense should reign in
other collecting sites.
In general, safety requirements are similar for kids
and adults – keeping hydrated, minding site specific
rules and regulations, wearing safety goggles, and so
on. The trick with kid safety, the one thing that makes
it easier for adults is this one simple guideline: kids use
adults as role models. If kids see their parents wearing
goggles, they will want to as well, because it’s the adult
thing to do If kids see their parents using gloves, kids will
want to as well. Kids learn from us, so if we adults set
a good example, our work in keeping kids safe is made
much easier. The bonus with that approach is that we
say safe too (for our kids sake).
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AFMS Club Rockhounds of the Year

by Ellery Borow, EFMLS ACROY Chair

ACROY / EOTO, (Each One Teach One) these two
EFMLS programs are similar in several
respects. For a few years this column
had discussed the ACROY (AFMS Club
Rockhoun of the Year) program and Betsy Oberheim has done a great job in her
monthly column talking about the EOTO
program. Both ACROY and EOTO programs encourage recognition of the best
efforts made by EFMLS affiliated club
members. There are, however, distinct
differences between the ACROY and
EOTO programs.
Beside being a mouthful of letters here are some
specifics and distinctions with the two programs.
ACROY is an American Federation of Mineralogical Societies Club Rockhound of the Year program in which
the EFMLS participates. The program encourages
each and every club in the EFMLS and in each AFMS region’s clubs (of which there are seven regions) to select
a member of their club to be their club’s Rockhound of
the Year. The selected member (or couple, or junior)
becomes that club’s Club Rockhound of the Year for
their outstanding effort to support their club.
Each
year a club may make a brand new ACROY selection.
Members may be selected as an ACROY for any number of reasons - best greeter of prospective members,
best treasurer, best program putter onner, best field
trip chair, best web-master, best all-round helper, best
anything the club decides is helpful to the club.
EOTO stands for Each One Teach One. The program encourages each and every club in the EFMLS to
select a member of their club to be their club’s Each
One Teach One selection. The member selected for
EOTO is the clubs best, most prolific, most active person whose outstanding effort teaches others in any
aspect of the greater rockhounding hobby. Recognition includes teaching subjects such as lapidary, beading, rock and mineral identification, jewelry making,
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fossil identification, silver or gold-smithing, specimen
trimming and cleaning, or whatever. T h e
EOTO award is centered specifically around
teaching effort.
When all the EOTO candidate names are collected by the program,
one candidate is selected as exemplifying
the most outstanding teaching effort in all
the Eastern Federation and made the year’s
Each One Teach One honoree. The only
restriction is that the “teacher” cannot be
paid for his/her work.
In the ACROY program, there could be 111
winners, one for each club in the EFMLS. Each
winner would have their name (or names in the case of a
couple) listed in the EFMLS News along with a brief
write-up mentioning the outstanding effort they made
in supporting their club.
In the EOTO program, there is one winner who
most exemplifies the great teaching effort made of
all the many dedicated teachers in the EFMLS. Each
EOTO winner is awarded a suitable acknowledgment
of their superior effort in sharing one of the best offerings in the hobby -- that of teaching their skills to
another or many others.
In summary, ACROY is all about recognizing superior effort, no matter the type of effort, so long as it
supports the club. EOTO is all about recognizing the
superior effort of a club’s teachers, in whatever type of
teaching they many do. A fantastic new member
greeter could be an ACROY honoree but not an EOTO
honoree. A fantastic lapidary teacher could be an
EOTO honoree, as well as a ACROY honoree!
Deadlines for 2017 Club Rockhound of the Year is
December 31 and Betsy has already announced her
deadline for Each One Teach One. Keep those cards
and letters coming, ‘cause we will soon be seeking
2018 ACROY honorees!
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AFMS Endowment Drawing

by Carolyn Weinberger

With the early 2018 AFMS Convention, it’s time
to start purchasing your tickets for the upcoming
Endowment Fund drawing. We already have several prizes that you could possible receive should you
hold the winning ticket. We’ll have photos and descriptions in the next AFMS Newsletter issue.

Upcoming Deadlines
September 30: Advanced
Registration for 2017 EFMLS
Convention & Show due (Info
at www.amfed.org/efmls/convention.htm)

In the meantime, should you wish to purchase
tickets, they remain $5 each or 5 for $20. The drawing will take place during the 2018 EFMLS / AFMS
Convention in Raleigh, NC the weekend of April 6-8.
You do not need to be present to win!

October 5: Delegate registration for EFMLS
Convention due. (see page 6)

Proceeds from the drawing are invested in secure
accounts and the interest is used for special AFMS
programs such as junior badges for the junior program, digitizing prior AFMS slide programs, and purchasing new DVD programs for the regional federation program libraries.

October 21 - 22: Bristol Gem & Mineral Club
show in conjunction with the EFMLS Convention.
Beals Community Center, 240 Stafford Ave., Bristol, Connecticut.

If you would like to donate a special prize for
the drawing ($75 minimum value), please send it
to Cheryl Neary, 42 Jefferson Ave; Patchogue, NY
11772 as soon as possible so it can be photographed
and “advertised” in this newsletter and on the AFMS
website. Please limit your donation to 5 lbs or less.
Several clubs purchase tickets in bulk and if
they win, use their winning prize as a door prize at a
meeting or holiday party. One of my own clubs won
such a prize during the 2017 drawing and I know one
of our members will be pleased when they win it
during our annual holiday party. The club purchased
10 tickets (we’re a small club) and in doing so, did
their part in helping the AFMS Endowment Fund.

October 20: EFMLS Annual Meeting, Bristol CT
(Info at www.amfed.org/efmls/convention.htm)

November 20: Entries for the 2017 Bulletin
Editors Contest due to Mary Bateman. Forms can
be found at <www.amfed.org/efmls/beac.htm>.
And yes, the web says “2015”, but the forms have
not changed.
April 1: Deadline for purchasing Endowment
Fund drawing tickets by mail.
April 6 - 8: 2018 EFMLS/AFMS Convention hosted by the Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club in
Raleigh, NC

To order tickets, checks should be made payable
to “AFMS Endowment” and mailed to me at Carolyn
Weinberger, PO Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302. Be
sure to include your name, address and phone number
as well as a stamped, self-addressed envelope with your
order. I must receive requests for “mail order” tickets no
later then April 1.
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67th Annual EFMLS Board of Directors’ Meeting
Bristol, Connecticut
October 20, 2017
Please print all information requested clearly.
NAME OF
SOCIETY:__________________________________________________________________________
DIRECTOR:_____________________________________E-MAIL:___________________________

(The president of each society is a Director of EFMLS. Please list the president’s name only if the president
plans to attend this meeting.)

DIRECTOR’S
ALTERNATE: ___________________________________E-MAIL:___________________________

(To represent the society if the president cannot attend the meeting)

DELEGATE:_____________________________________E-MAIL:___________________________

(Elected by society members)

ALTERNATE
DELEGATE:_____________________________________E-MAIL:___________________________

(To represent society if Delegate cannot attend meeting)

_______________________________________________

SIGNATURE AND TITLE OF SOCIETY OFFICER
					

From the EFMLS Constitution
(Article V, Sec. 3)

It shall be the responsibility of each
Member Society to notify the Secretary in
writing of the names of its Director, Delegate
and alternate who expect to attend the
Annual Meeting fifteen (15) days prior to the
convening date.
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Please RETURN by October 5, 2017 to:
Bev Eisenacher
EFMLS Secretary
394 Hivner Rd.
Harrisburg, PA 17111
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Regional Vice Presidents
Region I
Kathleen Collins
<kathleenc55 at cox.net>
Region II
Cheryl Neary
<ciervo.neary at gmail.com>
Region III
David Brandon
<brandonbuilds at verizon.
net>

Region IV
Sarah Beth Phillips
<sphillips@ecslimited.com>
Region V
Judy Budnik
<wisoh@msn.com>
Region VI
Larry Huffman
<ldhuff314@embarqmail.com>

Region VII
Kim Cochran
770-979-8331
Region VIII
Michelle Renné
<tfhae2@gmail.com>

EFMLS Committee Chairs
AFMS Endowment Fund *
Carolyn Weinberger - (See page 2)

Wildacres Continued		
Ken Valko
<sssoapstone at yahoo.com >

Conservation & Legislation *
Scott Peters
<slipgapdms at aol.com>

Supplies
K.C. Foster
<katrinkaper at yahoo.com>

Convention Advisory
Cheryl Neary (see AFMS Ways & Means)

Uniform Rules
David Brandon (see Region III VP)

AFMS Uniform Rules
B,. Jay Bowman
<bjb at wildblue.net>

Directory
Carolyn Weinberger - (see Editor)

Ways & Means (EFMLS)
Cheryl Neary (see AFMS Ways & Means)

AFMS Ways & Means *
Cheryl Neary
<ciervo.neary at gmail.com>

Each One Teach One
Betsy Oberheim
<Aoberheim3 at comcast.net>

Webmaster
Dan Imel
<lapidry at aol.com>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
Steve Weinberger
<cscrystals2 at gmail.com>

All American Award *
To be appointed
Auction
Cheryl Neary (see AFMS Ways & Means)

Eastern Foundation Fund

Wildacres Workshop Committee
Steve Weinberger, Chair
(see Bylaws)

Historian
Andy Celmer
<abcpec at comcast.net>

Bonnie Hird
<bmwitt at citynet.net>

Insurance Coordinator
Carl Miller (see Boundaries)

Valerie Johnson
moon at copper.net>

Boundaries *
Carl Miller
<kobold1 at erols.com>

Junior Activities *
Gary Lohman
<lohmang at verizon.net>

Richard Meszler
<rmeszler at comcast.net>

Budget & Finance
Barbara Ringhiser (see page 2)

Operating Procedures
Steve Weinberger (see Bylaws)

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
Mary Bateman
<mbateman1 at verizon.net>

Safety *
Ellery Borow - (see Club Rockhound)

Audit

Donald Pitkin
<pitkind at earthlink.net>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
Steve Weinberger
<cscrystals2 at gmail.com>
Club Rockhound of the Year *
Ellery Borow
207-547-3154

John Milligan
<jmilligan at stny.rr.com>
Cheryl Neary
(see AFMS Ways & Means)

Director
Pamm Bryant
<pjbryant6 at juno.com>
Registrar
Suzie Milligan
<smilligan at stny.rr.com>
Nominating (Elected committee)
Mary Bateman
<mbateman1 at verizon.net>
`

Larry Heath (temporary chair)
<heathlg@comcast.net>
Jim Hird
<wvyupper@frontiernet.net>
Larry Huffman
<ldhuff314@embarqmail.com>
Debbie Potter
<beebalm28@gmail.com>
Michelle Renné
<tfhae2@gmail.com>
Sheryl Sims
<sesims4@cox.net>

Show Coordinator
Carolyn Weinberger (see page 2)
Slide & Video Librarian *
Janice Kowalski
<janicekw@hotmail.com>
*Also Eastern Representative
to American Federation Committee
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Visit the EFMLS Website
<www.amfed.org/efmls>

Visit A Show

from Carolyn Weinberger

September:
16:17: Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show sponsored by the Central PA Rock & Mineral Club. Zembo Shrine, Third & Division
Sts; Harrisburg, PA. Contact: Betsy Oberheim <aoberheim3 at
comcast.net>
16-17: 49th Annual Gem & Mineral Show & Sale sponsored
by the Mid-Hudson Valley Gem & Mineral Society. Gold’s Gym
and Family Sports Center, 258 Titusville Rd; Poughkeepsie, NY.
Info: Carolyn Reynard <sunstone33 at verizon.net>
22-23: 53rd Annual Atlantic Coast Gem, Mineral, Jewelry
& Fossil Show hosted by the Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore.
Howard Co. Fairgrounds, West Friendship, MD. Info: <gemcuttersguild.com>
October:
6 – 8: Annual Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by the Central Florida Mineral & Gem Society. Florida National Guard Armory, 2809 S Fern Creek Ave; Orlando, FL 32806. Info: <bettys@cfl.rr.com>.

21-22: 44th Annual Jewelry, Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show and
Sale sponsored by the Kanawha Rock & Gem Club. So. Charleston Community Center, 601 Jefferson Rd; So. Charleston, WV.
28: 28th annual Ultraviolation Show hosted by the Rock
& Mineral Club of Lower Bucks County. First United Methodist
Church, 840 Trenton Rd; Fairless Hills, PA 19030.
November:
11-12: Fall New York City Gem & Mineral Show hosted by
the New York Mineralogical Club. Watson Hotel (formerly Holiday Inn at 57th St), 440 West 57th St; New York, NY. Contact: Tony
Nikischer: <www.excaliburmineral.com>
18-19: 51st Annual Gem, Mineral, Jewelry, Bead & Fossil Show sponsored by the Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm
Beaches. So. Florida Fairgrounds Expo Center East, 9067 Southern Blvd; West Palm Beach FL. Info: Walt Triche, 561-628-1031
or <wtrich at gmail.com>
18-19: 26th Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored by
the Northern Virginia Mineral Club. NEW LOCATION: George
Mason University Dewberry Hall, Johnson Center, Braddock Rd
& Rte 123; Fairfax, VA. Contact: <www.novamineralclub.org>

7: Macungie, PA - 2017 Autumn Mineralfest Show sponsored by the Pennsylvania Earth Sciences Association. Macungie Memorial Park, Macungie, PA. <www.mineralfest.com>

18 – 19: 42nd Annual Jewelry, Gem, Fossil & Mineral Show
sponsored by the Worcester Mineral Club. Worcester Mass.
National Guard Armory, 701 Lincoln St; Worcester, Mass. Info:
Dave at <thestonemanswife@gmail.com>

13-15: 61st Annual Desautels Micromount Symposium.
Friends School of Baltimore, 5114 N. Charles St; Baltimore, MD
21210. Info and registration: <www.baltimoremineral.org>

25-26: Rock and Mineral Weekend sponsored by the Morris Museum Mineralogical Society. Morris Museum, 6 Normany Heights
Rd; Morristown, NJ. Info: <kfrancis at morrismuseum.org>

21-22: 45th Annual Gem & Mineral Show and 67th Eastern
Federation Convention hosted by the Bristol Gem & Mineral
Club. Beals Community Center, 240 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT
		
EFMLS Annual Meeting: Friday, October 20.

If you are an EFMLS member club and would like to have your show
or swap listed here, send information to Carolyn Weinberger,
EFMLS Show Coordinator at PO Box 302; Glyndon, MD 210710302 or e-mail at <cscrystals2 at gmail.com>.
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