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HAVE YOU BEEN THERE?
WILDACRES – Registration Begins January 1
✺Imagine yourself spending a week away from the hustle and bustle of
life, the noise of car and truck horns, blaring radios, stories of crime blaring
at you from the local news, and the pressures of everyday life. We have a
wonderful opportunity to get away from all of the above and immerse
yourself in relaxing, learning a new skill or two, and learning new things
from a guest speaker.
✺Imagine – a week away in the mountains of North Carolina attending
one or both of the 2020 EFMLS Workshops at Wildacres Retreat. Wildacres
is a fantastic haven located on Pompey’s Knob just off the Blue Ridge Parkway about an hour north of
Asheville. The property consists of over 1,000 acres, much of which is truly kept “wild.” Think rocking chairs,
comfortable nights, starry skies, and great conversation!
The facility features two large lodges with private, motel style bedrooms (each with private bath), well
equipped lapidary and jewelry studios and other classroom spaces, an auditorium, hiking trails, dining room
(Continued on page 3 - Wildacres)

EASTERN FIELD TRIP ALLIANCE

See page 2, President’s Message, for information.

2020 EFMLS CONVENTION REGISTRATION

Yes, it is already time to think about the 2020 convention. I was asked last year why we have to bother with registration
at all or why couldn't we just combine the forms and just have one form to contend with? The two forms go to
different people and have different functions.
The convention registration form goes to the host club. Why? The hosts need to know what size meeting rooms are
needed, how many will be at the banquet and breakfast and how many (and in what names) name tags. This
(Continued on page 3- 2020 Registration)
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DAVID NOCK

President
davidnock at gmail.com

ELLERY BOROW

1st Vice President
rocknellery at fairpoint.com

LAURA SIMMONS

2nd Vice President
president at gmspb.org

BEV EISENACHER

Secretary
beisenacher at comcast.net

GARY BERGTHOLDT

Treasurer
gbergtholdt at gmail.com

I would like extend my sincerest appreciation
to all of you for giving me the opportunity to
serve you for another year. I am honored and
humbled. The opportunity to be your President
for an additional year was made possible by the
forethought of Federation Officers who made a
Bylaw change in 2016. This was in part due to
Past President, Merrill Dickson. Now, was this
change progress? In some respects, perhaps.
The real question is rather, is a sitting President
able to be effective in only 1 year?
I can only account for my journey over the past
Now the training wheels
year. Since I took office a the end of 2018, my entire
have come off!!!
perception of our Federation and Member Societies has
turned upside down. Though I have worked to provide many things, the past year
has been really a time of understanding and reflection. My first year provided me
the insight to grasp the concept of this Cruise Liner we call the Federation.
Now, I have the foresight and resolve to right the ship!

2020 Vision

WALTER PRIEST

The coming year will see a new EFMLS.
A refined organization that will attempt to
effectively promote the interests of our
collective affiliate members (That's You!).
This month, I will be presenting the 2020
Vision to the Federation Body, and then to
you, our cherished affiliates, early next
year.
The Federation is moving in new and
uncharted territory that will position us to
reach our objectives and hopefully yours,
through a concerted effort.

Assistant Treasurer
wetlanddesign at gmail.com

MARY BATEMAN

Editor
52 Harrison Street
Morristown, NJ 07960
973-993-3192
efmlsnews.editor at gmail.com
Deadline is the first of each month
prior to publication date (i.e. Feb. 1 for
March issue). No issue is normally
published during July nor August.
Non-commercial reprint permission is
granted unless otherwise reserved.
EFMLS News is the official newsletter of
the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical
and Lapidary Societies, Inc.

Gratitude

Hope you and yours have a glorious Holiday Season
and Santa (or your holiday provider) brings you a
shiny new bike...or whatever you are hoping for!

Get your "Trip" on,

or your

Always Sincerely,
David

efmlsinc@gmail.com

"Tripping" on!!!

We hope you remember... back in September when we announced the formation of EFTA

Last month, we were looking for your Field Trip Directors when we sent out the Field Trip /Insurance form.
Dear Affiliate Member Societies, please champion this program by enrolling your Society in the
The Eastern Field Trip Alliance EFTA This is a great opportunity for your Society to provide and
receive the benefits of this new program. The EFTA Committee is under formation and we will be reaching out
to you to participate. To learn more about EFTA, please visit: efmls.org/efta-field-trip-sharing-1
(Page 2)
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WILDACRES (Continued from page 1)
and fantastic views of Mt. Mitchell and the surrounding Blue Ridge Mountains. Owned by a private foundation
that allows non-profit groups such as ours to come for a few days for workshops that encourage the betterment of
mankind. We’ve been privileged to be allowed to use the facility for the past 47 years. Think of Wildacres as
summer camp, but without the tents.
✺Imagine – a week immersed in our hobby, getting to know others who share that hobby—whether
you’re interested in jewelry, lapidary or minerals. Each session consists of time for participants to take one
or two classes (one 4-day class or two 2-day classes), hear excellent talks from our guest speaker -- Bob
Jones for our Spring Session. Bob Jones is a renowned author, speaker, prolific writer for Rock and Gem
Magazine. He always enthralls audiences with his knowledge and effervescence presentations to
audiences.
✺Join a field trip, explore the area, and participate in a variety of other activities. Our instructors, all volunteers
are outstanding and bring with them a wealth of knowledge about their subject, lots of teaching experience and
above all, patience!
✺Imagine – a week of no cooking, housekeeping, or errand running! The food is well-prepared, abundant and
accommodating to special dietary needs. Meals are served family style in the very pleasant dining hall.
Dates for 2020 are May 18 – 24 and August 24 – 30. Descriptions for our spring
classes can be found on pages 10-13 along with a registration form. Fall classes will
be announced later. Feel free to make copies for your club members! Tuition for
each session this year will be $435 per person which includes your room and board
for the week and gratuity for the Wildacres Retreat staff. You will be asked to pay
your instructor(s) a materials fee, but that depends on what class or classes you
select. Materials fees will be announced closer to the workshop session since costs,
especially that of metals, do tend to change. Since some classes fill quickly, we ask
that you include 4 options per “semester”. More information about the EFMLS
Workshops at Wildacres can be found on our website. Do register, but not before
January 1, 2020. In a nutshell, an EFMLS Workshop at Wildacres should be on your
bucket list of places to experience. We hope to see you there in 2020!

2020 EFMLS Convention Registration (continued from page 1)
registration is for individuals. Every person (or couple or family) attending the convention needs to be registered,

even if they are not an annual meeting representative. Having been involved in the convention planning process
from both the EFMLS and host club sides, I know that complete and accurate information is vital. Also, the host
club needs to receive the funds for events. There are costs to hosting the convention. Some clubs might be able to
foot the cost of deposits, etc. and then be reimbursed later, but others may not.
The annual meeting registration goes to me as secretary. Why? First and foremost, it is in the bylaws!
Article IX: Meetings Section 5. ….. Each member society may send its President, who is a Director, one
Delegate, or an alternate for either or both, to the annual meeting. Directors and Delegates or their alternates
(Page 3)
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are entitled to one vote each. Alternates may be a member of the member society or a member of another
member society. Any individual may serve as an Alternate for more than one society, but no individual shall
have more than one vote. Each member society must provide written notification to the Secretary of the
names of its director, Delegate, and/or alternates who expect to attend the annual meeting at least fifteen
days prior to the convening date. [See page 14 for the director and delegate Registration Form.]
The operations manual also states that the secretary is to send out the annual meeting packet at least ten days
prior to the annual meeting. This cannot be done without the information on the forms.
Also, unless you have a vote in another capacity, (officer, committee chair, past president) you will not have a vote
if you are not registered!
Article IX: Meetings Section 9. Any member of a member society may attend any meeting and, at the
discretion of the presiding Officer, may be allowed to speak to issues, but may not be allowed to make motions
or to vote.
The form also makes the secretary's job easier in preparing forms and other duties for the convention. There is a
great deal for the secretary to do in the month before the convention and anything that helps is greatly
appreciated.
So, please come to the convention!! It is lots of fun, new contacts and friendships can be made, there is great
variety in the shows depending on where the convention is held and your club will be represented. Just be sure
you send both forms to the proper people so the host club organizer and the secretary both have the information
they need!
Secretary Bev Eisenacher

2020 CONVENTION FIELD TRIP
On Monday, March 30, Harry Polly of the Catawba Valley Gem and Mineral Club will lead a field trip to the Propst
Farm about 30 minutes from the convention site. The group will meet in the lobby of the Hampton Hotel at 9:00
a.m. and carpool from there to 3212 St. James Church Road, Catawba, NC 28658.
There is a $25 dig fee payable at site and a waiver to be signed.
The Propst Farm in north Lincoln County, NC, has for decades been a source of large euhedral corundum crystals in
various colors including red, pink and deep blue. Corundum was first discovered by locals as loose crystals in their
plowed fields and gardens. When the Propsts stopped farming the land, they began to allow rockhounds to access
the fields and adjacent forest to collect for a small fee. Mrs. Propst is now deceased and the property was split
among the heirs. Her son-in-law, Ron Linebarger, now owns the digging site of the farm. He will be our host at the
site.
There are no bathroom facilities at the site. A gas station is about a mile away. You will be able to park within 300
yards of the dig site. You will need tools for red clay soil. Screens are also useful. Bring water and rain gear.
To learn more about the Propst Farm, go to Youtube and look up mining at Propst Farm. Hope to see you all at the
dig. This one is an easy one to access.
Larry Huffman, CVGMC EFMLS Liaison

(Page 4)
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SAFETY MATTERS

TOOLS OF THE TRADE
Perhaps you have noted the often stated "Please read and follow manufacturer's instructions." These words
appear on a myriad of tools, supplies and equipment. Anything from a rock pick to a 48" slab saw may state some
version of the above quote. The "instructions" often cover safety, as well as maintenance guidelines. So, yes,
safety is part of many manufacturers’ recommendations. Being safe is part of their concern and it can end up
saving you money as well.
A good measure of our hobby involves use of tools - microscopes, rock picks, slab saws, geode crackers, faceting
machines, soldering torches, faceting machines and cars. Cars are a really big tool.
Sure, we service and maintain our cars. We realize it costs time and money to do so, but with that expenditure
one has a car that lasts longer and is safer. The same can be said of a rock pick or a slab saw. The rock pick's
instructions are usually short, the slab saw's rather lengthy. However, both are worth reading. Besides saw
routine maintenance, which generally make a saw safer to run, there are usually specific safety
recommendations. Those recommendations might include reference to maintaining hood gaskets for mist
containment, or ductwork to vent mist, or safe saw vice operation, or adjusting guarding, or proper grounding of
electrical components or avoiding pinch points (areas on the saw where fingers might be pinched between moving
parts). All such recommendations are based on the manufacturer's thorough understanding of the design and
operation of their equipment.
Manufacturers want you to be safe as you enjoy many years of use of their equipment. That's true for everything
from that rock pick to the mammoth 48" saw.
Now to the cost of safety. Safe car tires, brakes, working windshield wipers are all clearly issues of safety. The
expenditures help avoid car accidents. Perhaps the cost of a damaged hammer handle or mis-adjusted blade
guard are not as apparent. The costs might be much more apparent if the flying hammer head hit a bystander, or
the improper guard allowed flying debris to cause eye damage.
Please consider maintaining your rock and mineral tools and equipment with an eye toward your being safe and
very possibly saving you some hard-earned money. Your safety matters.
Ellery Borow, Chair, rocknellery@fairpoint.net

AFMS ENDOWMENT FUND
A reminder to purchase your tickets to support the AFMS Endowment Fund. The interest from the monies
generated is used for AFMS special projects, such as junior badges, judges training and the digitizing of slide
programs. You may be one of the potential winners to be drawn at the Annual AFMS Convention in March.
Also, remember if you have an extra rock, mineral or fossil that is valued at a minimum of $75.00 (with a maximum
of five (5) pounds), please consider donating it. All proceeds of the tickets go directly to the Fund. The more
donations, the more tickets can be sold, and the proceeds increase the AFMS Endowment Fund.
Tickets are available -- $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00. You can reach me for tickets by e-mailing me at
ldhuff314@embarqmail.com.
Larry Huffman, EFMLS Representative
(Page 5)
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A CALL FOR DONATIONS

ANNUAL EFMLS AUCTION

With the new year approaching and you’re looking around for more room to store more hobby related items, why not make
yourself more space by donating to the Annual EFMLS Auction some of those “gems” (rocks; minerals; fossils; lapidary items;
books related to geology, earth science and lapidary; as well as jewelry, beads and findings). In 2020, the auction will be held
at the Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Show held at the Hickory Convention Center on Saturday, March 28, at 2:00 p.m. Be
prepared to purchase some wonderful items and help support the EFMLS.
For your donation(s) of hobby related items to the auction, please e-mail me at ciervo.neary@gmail.com. Once you contact
me, I will be able to make the arrangements to receive the items.
Please don’t disappoint – donate and plan on attending the Annual Convention!
Cheryl Neary, Auction Chair

George Bryon Grimes – Smoky Mountain Mineral Society
Mel Hurd – Maryland Geological Society
George Bryon Grimes -- George Grimes passed away September 10, 2019, age 63, after being hospitalized for
several weeks. George was the last of the founders of the Smoky Mountain Mineral Society, which his parents Bill
and Phyllis, started in Newport, TN. George served as president and vice president many times and gave many
programs and led field trips for countless years.
George with his parents operated “Geology Plus” a “rock shop” stall at the exit 407 flea market on I-40 in Sevier
County Tennessee. Many visited the shop often, because they would always learn something. George could
identify almost anything. He had a talent making and repairing jewelry, people from all over would visit the shop
for jewelry repair. Many of our club members came by way of Geology Plus.
The Smoky Mountain Mineral Society during summers would give up routine meetings and have picnics instead.
George would sponsor one of these picnics at Big Creek/Waterville next to the Smoky Mountain National Park. His
picnic was a highlight of our summers and usually had a large attendance. George would reserve the pavilion early
in the day and cook lunch and supper. He had the heart of a teacher. On field trips he pointed out what to look
for; he challenged us to look at the area’s general geology, then have members look for what could have happened
based on that geology. He would often point out a general area where a mineral, fossil or gem was located and let
the field trip “rockhound” find it. In this teaching method our club members learned how to find that specimen
they were hunting. All that knew George have been blessed.
(Page 6)
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MEL HURD -- We are sad to report that MGS
[Maryland Geological Society] member Mel Hurd passed
away on September 10, 2019, in Fairfax, Virginia, of
cancer. He was sick only a short time and passed
comfortably with family present. He was born in Milford,
Connecticut, on May 15, 1946 and was 73 years old when
he passed. He is survived by his wife Sherril Larsen of 31
years, sister Donna, and daughters Veronica, Monica and
Gillian. He is also survived by five grandchildren, three
great-grandchildren, and 6 nephews and nieces. For
those who wish to commemorate him the family would
like you to consider supporting the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation.
Mel was a past MGS President, served on the Board of
Directors, and most recently on Ways and Means. He
attended virtually every meeting and event MGS held
and was a highly respected member of the club. He
eagerly supported the club in many ways, including
arranging many of the celebrations the club had over the
years. One of the many ideas he had as president was
producing an MGS calendar, which ran for three or four
years.
Mel was an avid fossil collector, as many people who
attended the meetings will know. His specimens were
often remarkable in quality and occasionally uncommon.
He also built up over the years a broad knowledge of
fossils, their classification and environments. Many will
remember him as a big fan of Otodus obliquus fossils and
amassed a large collection of them. But he was more
than a fossil collector. He was a lover of the outdoors and
enjoyed gardening, fishing, birdwatching, cooking, and
boating.
Mel introduced me to fossil collecting when we met at Sky Line in Virginia, where we both worked as federal
contractors. He took me to collect for my first time to Wades Bay on the Potomac River. It was pure joy and I
have been a fossil collector ever since. Soon after I joined MGS where he talked me into running for treasurer.
We collected together for two decades. So often, in fact, that we named locations at all the beaches and where
each of us could collect best. He was an expert collector that few could match, rarely missing any fossil. We
became close personal friends and I quickly enhanced my thrill of the out of doors by participating with him in
many of his activities. I will sorely miss his smile and his curiosity of the natural world [and so will the rest of us].
Dave Anderson – November 2019 The Rostrum
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EDITORS CORNER
As noted below, your BEAC contest entries are due by January 10, or before if you have them ready. Those EFMLS
trophies and other awards are awaiting your entries and a chance for those entries to get trophies from the AFMS
contest. You cannot get trophies, awards nor have your entries passed on to AFMS unless you submit them.
You can find the guidelines and forms on the EFMLS website or contact me and I will resend them to you.
Since the convention is at the end of March, it is important to adhere to the January 10 deadline which will enable
the judges to have time to evaluate and rank the entries. It will also give time for the certificates and trophies to
be produced. If, for some reason, you cannot make the January 10 deadline, please let me know as soon as you
know before January 10. We are looking forward, again this year, to having some great entries.
NEW EDITORS: If you are a new editor or your club has a new editor, please let me know who they are and their
contact information. We want to get the bulletin editors information out to the right person and to make sure
they are receiving the EFMLS News.
THE DECADE CLUB: How long have you been editing your newsletter? Has it been ten (10) or more years? If so,
you are invited to join the exclusive Decade Club made up of editors who have edited their newsletters for ten or
more years. All you need do is send me an e-mail with your name, how long you have been editing your club
newsletter, your club name and bulletin title. A short paragraph about why you continue to be editor and any
other information you wish to convey would be appreciated. As a Decade Club member, you will be
acknowledged in the EFMLS News, receive a certificate of membership and be acknowledged at the annual
Bulletin Editors and Webmasters Breakfast. The Breakfast will be held on Saturday morning at the convention
(note this is a change from the traditional Sunday morning time).
Mary Bateman, BEAC Chair (mbateman1@verizon.net)

IMPORTANT EFLMS DEADLINES AND DATES TO REMEMBER
January 1
January 8
January 10
March 1
March 1
March 12

-- 2020 Wildacres Registration begins. See Wildacres beginning on page 1, classes on pages 10 and the
registration form on page 13.
-- Webmaster contest entries due. Contact Allison Pacut at pacutgarnet@gmail.com or 1-854-902-8562 for
more information. Also, see October 2019 EFMLS News.
-- Bulletin Editors contest entries due. Contact, Mary Bateman at mbateman1@verizon.net or go to
www.efmls.org for copies of the guidelines and forms.
-- Convention Registration Forms due to Catawba Valley Gem and Mineral Club.
-- Deadline for both Competitive Exhibit and Non-competitive Exhibit forms
-- Deadline for convention Delegate Registration forms to be received by the Secretary, Beverly Eisenacher.
For the form, see attachment to this newsletter or go to www.efmls.org. See page 1. Form on page 14.

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS (RVP’S)
Region 1
Region 2
Region 3
Region 4
Region 5
Region 6
Region 7
Region 8

Run-off election currently in process.
1-516-449-5341
ciervo.neary at gmal.com
Run-off election currently in process.
Bill Stephens
1-302- 540-3453
bstephens at stephensv.com
Susie Lamb
lambcheryl at hotmail.com
Larry Huffman 1-828-612-4469
idhuff314 at embarqmail.com
Claudia Barton 1-706-865-0988
bartonclaudia65 at gmail.com
Michelle Renne 1-561-644-2323
tfhae2 at gmail.com
Cheryl Neary
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EFMLS COMMITTEES AND CHAIRPERSONS
AFMS ENDOWMENT FUND (1)
AFMS SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION (1)
AFMS WAYS AND MEANS (1)
ALL AMERICAN AWARD (1)
AUCTION
AUDIT/REVIEW
BOUNDARIES (1)
BUDGET AND FINANCE
BULLTIN EDITORS ADVISORY (1)
BYLAWS/PARLIAMENTARIAN
CLUB ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR (1)
COMMUNICATIONS
CONSEVATION & LEGISLATION (1)
CONVENTION ADVISORY
DIRECTORY
EACH ONE TEACH ONE AWARD
EASTERN FOUNDATION FUND
HISTORIAN
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
INSURANCE COORDINATOR (Acting)
YOUTH ACTIVITIES (1)
LEGAL ADVISORY
LONG RANGE PLANNING
OPRATING PROCEDURES
SAFETY (1)
SUPPLIES
CONVENTION SHOW CHAIR
SLIDE & VIDEO LIBRARIAN
SUPPLIES
UNIFORM RULES
WAYS AND MEANS
WEBMASTERS
WEB SITE CONTEST
WILDCRES WORKSHOP COMM.

Larry Huffman
See RVP 6 above
Steve Weinberger
1-410-833-7926
cscrystals2 at gmail.com
To be appointed
Barbara Ringhiser
1-561-5458
bar5678 at aol.com
Cheryl Neary
See Regional Vice President 2 above
David Korzendorfer
dkorzend27 at comcast.net
Cyndy Hummel
919-779-6426
mchummel at mindspring.com
Ellery Borow
See Officers, page 2
Mary Bateman
1-973-993-3192
mbateman1@verizon.net
Steve Weinberger
See AFMS Scholarship Foundation
Ellery Borow
See Officers, Page 2
David Nock
See Officers, Page 2
Open
See Regional Vice President 2 above
Cheryl Neary
508-631-0443
craftsrus at comcast dot net
Christine Conlon
1-717-469-2243
Aoberheim3 at comcast.net
Betsy Oberheim
Closed
Open
See All American Award Committee
Barbara Ringheiser
See Officers, page 2
David Nock
Betsy Oberheim
See Each One Teach One
Open
Open
Steve Weinberger
See AFMS Scholarship Foundation
Ellery Borow
See Officers, page 2
Open
Ron Nelson
1-914-850-2486
rn33 at optimum.net
Janice Kowalski
1-516-316-8883
janice at Hotmail.com
KC Foster
1-561-968-5287
katrinkaper at yahoo.com
Barbara Sky
1-636-207-8766
bskysky at aol.com
Cheryl Neary
See Regional Vice President 2 above
Heather Shields
hmshields at optonline.net
Alison Pacut
1-845-902-8562
pacutgarnet at gmail.com
Steve Weinberger, Chair
See AFMS Scholarship Foundation
Gary Bergtholdt
See Officers, page 2
KC Foster
See Supplies
Bonnie Hird
1-304-448-3362
bmwitt at citynet.net
Mark Kucera
1-914-423-8360
mark_j_kucera at yahoo.com
Richard Meszler
1-410-825-0863
rmeszler at comcast.net
Ken Valko
1-304-436-8032
sssoapstone at yahoo.com
Pam Bryant, Director
1-804-457-4698
pjbryant6 at juno.com
Suzie Milligan, Registrar 1-607-687-5108
smilligan at stny.it
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Katie Collins,Chair
1-860-659-2026
Kathleen55 at cox.net
Matt Charksy
1-703-522-7415
matt2430 at comcast
Betsy Oberheim
See Each One Teach One
Debbie Potter
1-203-727-4520
beebalm28 at gmail.com
Barbara Ringheiser
See All American Award
John Speier
fantyscp at Hotmail.com
(1) Also EFMLS Representative to American Federation (AFMS) committee.
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WILDACRES CLASS DESCRIPTION – May 18 – 24, 2020
CLASS
Cabochons

INSTRUCTOR
Bernie Emery

SEMESTER 1
Learn to transform a piece of rock into a shiny, wellformed cabochon. You will learn the use of the trim saw as well as
basics of grinding, sanding and polishing. Slabs are provided or
students may use their own with approval of the instructor. Please
bring an apron and safety glasses. 2-day class offered first
semester. No prior experience necessary.

Chainmaille

Jim Hird

Come be your own “Lord of the Rings.” Learn the ancient art of
Chainmaille while creating jewelry using unsoldered links. Basic
patterns will be taught using inexpensive copper rings. Several
patterns will be taught with Wildacres supplying the basic tools.
You will learn why just any old commercial jump rings do not
always work in all patterns. Printed handouts will be provided for
all patterns. Optivisors or other magnification devises are advised
as they can be very helpful in working with the rings. No prior
experience is necessary but some experience with using flat nosed
pliers can be an advantage. Number of projects done by each
student will depend upon their own abilities in manipulating the
rings. 2-day class offered the first semester.

Faceting

Steve Weinberger

Students will learn to cut and polish a 57-facet round brilliant
gemstone. In addition, they will learn how to identify well-cut
stones, select rough material and see whether or not they enjoy
this fascinating aspect of the hobby. Students are asked to bring
an optivisor if they have one. Jeweler’s loupe needed and will be
available from the instructor for purchase. No prior experience is
necessary. 4-day class.

Micromounting KC Foster

Learn how to prepare minerals for viewing under a microscope.
You will learn how to clean your specimens and then mount
them on corks or pedestals such as toothpicks or bristles.
Students will learn how to display the tiny minerals with labels
in a micro box to appreciate the beautiful (often perfect)
specimens. Students are asked to bring a microscope if they
have one. No prior experience needed. 2-day class offered both
semesters.

Silversmithing

Have fun learning the basics of working silver sheet
and wire to fabricate jewelry. The projects will introduce you to
annealing/bending/shaping/texturing metal, soldering, piercing
and polishing. Students will receive a kit containing the
necessary metals and supplies to complete these projects as
well as a detailed written step by step description of each
project. 2-day class offered 1st semester. No prior experience
necessary. Optivisor is strongly recommended.

Richard Meszler

(Page 10)
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This class will provide a general introduction to the
carving of soapstone. You will develop a working knowledge of the
material, tools, safe handling issues and the methods used to
complete a carving. You will produce a simple piece and progress to
making a more advanced sculpture of your choice. The
development of your own personal style will be encouraged. No
prior experience needed. 2-day class offered both semesters.

Soapstone
Carving

Sandy Cline

Wire Wrapping

Jacolyn Campbell

Using pliers, gold-filled or sterling silver wire, assorted beads or
gemstones, and a few basic wirecraft techniques, learn how to
create your own fashion rings, bracelets, pendants and earrings
to add that perfect accent to your jewelry wardrobe or to give
as gifts. All tools and materials will be provided. Basic
participants will make an adjustable ring, two bracelets, a
pendant and two pairs of earrings. 2-day class offered first
semester.

PMC (Precious
Metal Clay)

Dawn Spruill

PMC 101 - The Basics: Precious Metal Clay is an amazing
material -- .999% fine silver in a clay form. If you can use a
roller, a texturizing stamp, and a cookie cutter - you can discover
the wonderful world of Precious Metal Clay. Once fired, the clay
matrix bakes away and you are left with a pure .999 fine silver
creation. Tumble, burnish, and patina your projects to get
interesting effects. Totally cool as well as beautiful. In this 2-day
class we will spend the first day creating a pair of earrings and a
small charm, using both the clay and the silver clay in paper
form. Day 2 we will create a 2 sided pendent and even set a
stone. All will then be fired and the afternoon we will brush,
polish and even patina. Class will include 25 grams of PMC,
sheet silver paper, 1 CZ

CLASS
Cabochons
Intermediate

INSTRUCTOR
Bernie Emery

SEMESTER 2
Learn to cut different shapes and the techniques needed to do
so. Slabs are provided or students may use their own with
approval of the instructor. Please bring an apron and safety
glasses. Prerequisite: Students must have prior experience with
cabbing and use of the trim saw. 2-day class offered second
semester.

Chainmaille
Intermediate

Jim Hird

Some review will be offered but the students will build upon
their abilities learned in the first class. They will have the
opportunity to do more advanced and additional patterns as
well as working in colors and mixed material rings. As in the first
class the number of projects completed will depend upon the
student’s mastery of the rings. 2-day class offered the second
semester.
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Faceting

Steve Weinberger

Continuation of Semester 1

Micromounting

KC Foster

Learn how to prepare minerals for viewing under a
microscope. You will learn how to clean your specimens and
then mount them on corks or pedestals such as toothpicks or
bristles. Students will learn how to display the tiny minerals
with labels in a micro box to appreciate the beautiful (often
perfect) specimens. Students are asked to bring a microscope
if they have one. No prior experience needed. 2-day class
offered both semesters.

Silversmithing
Intermediate

Richard Meszler

Continue your education working with metals by doing
a more complex project. You will learn to make a bezel setting
& bail into which you will set a cabochon to make a pendant.
Students will receive a kit containing the necessary metals and
supplies to complete this project as well as a detailed written
step-by-step description of each project. Prerequisite: Basic
silversmithing experience including soldering. 2-day class
offered 2nd semester. Optivisor is strongly recommended.

Soapstone
Carving

Sandy Cline

This class will provide a general introduction to the carving of
soapstone. You will develop a working knowledge of the
material, tools, safe handling issues and the methods used to
complete a carving. You will produce a simple piece and progress
to making a more advanced sculpture of your choice. The
development of your own personal style will be encouraged. No
prior experience needed. 2-day class offered both semesters.

Wire Wrapping
Intermediate

Jacolyn Campbell

Designed for those with some experience (or a brave
beginner), participants will make a fitted ring, two (2) pairs
of earrings, a cabochon pendent and a bracelet. 2-day
class offered second semester.

PMC Rings
Intermediate

Dawn Spruill

Semester 2 PMC Rings. Ready to take your PMC skills to the
next level? In this 2-day workshop you will create a ring band
from PMC, as well as work with pre-made pure silver bands.
Set stones, add textures, the possibilities are endless. Class
cost includes 25 grams of PMC, CZ stones to set and premade
silver band. Your ring size will need to be given at time of
registration. Additional clay will be available for purchase.
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2020 EFMLS Wildacres Registration
PLEASE, ONLY one person per form per session

CHECK ONE: SPRING: May 18 - 24:
Fall: August 24 -30:
Please fill out a separate registration form for each person attending and return to
SUZIE MILLIGAN, 931 Carmichael Rd; Owego, NY 13827-3320. No registration will be
accepted prior to January 1, 2020. (To make it easier for the registrar and others,
please do not change or revise this form). You may photocopy it as needed.

Please print legibly!

For Office Use Only
ID #
Date Rec'd
Amt. Paid:
Ck #:
Amt. Paid:
Ck #:
Paid in Full:

Name (as you wish it to appear on your name badge):

Street:
City:

State:

Zip:

Telephone number with area code:
email:
Club/SocietyAffiliation:
Fee for each session is $435.00 per person. Deposit is $220 per person, payable with registration. Make checks payable
to “EFMLS”. Balance of fee is due 30 days prior to start of session. No postdated checks will be accepted.
Cancellation policy: If unable to attend, fees paid will be refunded if notification is given prior to one month before the
session begins. No refund will be made after that date.
Check appropriate responses:
Have you been to Wildacres before? Yes
No
Is your Club paying your tuition? Yes
No
Name of roommate:
(If none, one will be assigned).
(No single rooms available).
Are you: Male
Female
Are you a smoker? Yes _ No
(Smoking is not allowed in any building)
Do you have any sleep issues (i.e. snoring, apnea, c-pack machine, etc.)? Yes
No
Do you have any physical handicaps and / or special dietary needs? Yes
No
If YES, please explain on reverse side.
Class Pre-registration: See EFMLS Newsletter or Website (efmls-wildacres.org/ ) for class offerings. You will either take
one 4-day class or two 2-day classes. All participants must take classes.
Which of the classes being offered would you like to take? Please indicate at least 3 choices in order of preference for
each semester. You will be preregistered for classes based on your choices, but no class placement is guaranteed. Classes
are assigned on a first received, first served basis. Should your preferred class be unavailable for any reason you will be
preregistered for another of your choices. If no alternate class preference is indicated, we will pre-register you in a class
of our choosing, based on availability.
1
2
3
4

1st Semester or 4-day class choices

1
2
3
4

Second Semester

(No registrations accepted prior to January 1, 2019) Mail to Suzie Milligan, 931 Carmichael Rd;
Owego, NY 13827-3320
If you have any questions, please contact either Suzie Milligan, Registrar at <smilligan@stny.rr.com> or 607-687-5108 or
Pamm Bryant, Director at <pjbryant6@juno.com> or 804-457-4698
(Page 13)
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70th ANNUAL EFMLS BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING
Hickory, NC March 27,
2020

Please return by March 12, 2020 to:
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VISIT A SHOW OR SWAP
If you’d like to see your club show, swap or other public event listed here, please send your information to the editor at or
before the first of the month preceding the event. If you would like to see it appear in several issues before your event,
remember that articles are due the first of the month preceding the month of publication. Send to
EFMLSNews.editor@gmail.com.

2019
December 14-15 – Miami Mineralogical and Lapidary Guild Semi-annual Show and Sale. 10:00 AM—5:00 PM daily. Evelyn
Greer Park, 8200 SW 124 Street, Pinecrest, FL. Admission $6.00, children under 12 free. INFO:
www.miamigemandmineral.com or Sandy Mielke, VP, at www.miamigemandminderal.com

2020
March 7-8 – 57th Annual Earth Science and Mineral Show by Delaware Mineralogical Society. Double Tree by Hilton, 4727
Concord Pike (Route 202), Wilmington, DE. INFO: Gene Hartstein (geneatfossilnut.com).
March 21-22 –Buffalo Geological Society’s 52nd Gem-Mineral-Fossil Show. The Fairgrounds in Hamburg, Market, Grange &
State Police Buildings, Hamburg, NY. INFO: Jerolde Bastedo, jcbastedo@gmail.com.
March 27-30 – Annual EFMLS Convention hosted by the Catawba Valley Gem and Mineral Club, Hickory, NC. Catawba Valley
Annual Show.
May 2 – North Shore Rock and Mineral Club 57th Annual New England Gem & Mineral Show. Saturday, May 2 (9:00 AM--5:00
PM), Sunday, May 3 (1:00 AM—4:00 PM), Topsfield Fairgrounds, Coolidge Hall, Route 1, Topsfield, MA (GPS: 207 Boston
Street, Topsfield, MA). Free Parking. Admission $6.00, seniors $4.00, children under 12 free. INFO:
www.northshorerock.org or nsmc@verizon.net.

COMING IN JANUARY
Club Spotlight and Rockhound of the Year will resume. Info and reminder of EFMLS club renewal. Committee of
the month will be the Junior Activities Committee. Any updates on information regarding the convention. If
available, further information on the fall session of Wildacres, August 24-30.
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